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TEXTILE RESEARCH 

CENTRE, LEIDEN 
 

 

 

 

CHAIRMAN'S COMMENTS 
 

Thanks to our indefatigable Director, Dr. 

Gillian Vogelsang-Eastwood, and her 

volunteers,  in 2007, TRC once again  is able 

to report good progress  with long standing 

projects and many new activities. 

 The other side of this picture of success, 

however, is an ever increasing shortage of 

money, time and space. In the Netherlands as 

well as in the world, TRC has given proof of 

its unique value in the field of dress studies  

and in drawing the attention of the general 

public to this part of everyone’s cultural 

heritage. 

 We are sure, that funds can be found and 

that the problem of manpower will be solved, 

once TRC has found a new home. The 

hospitality of the National Museum of 

Ethnology is highly appreciated, but its limits 

have been reached.  

 Therefore, finding a home is a crucial 

condition for the future of the TRC.  This 

report gives evidence of our efforts to solve 

this problem. In 2007, some  very promising 

possibilities arose, but, although we had the 

support of the Leiden Council, things have not 

gone as quickly as we had hoped. Recently, 

some new opportunities were brought to our 

attention. So, in 2008, we will continue the 

good fight until we have won!   

 

Prof. dr. Lammert Leertouwer  
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THE STICHTING TEXTILE 

RESEARCH CENTRE, LEIDEN 
 

The Stichting ("Foundation") Textile Research 

Centre was established in 1991 with the stated 

aim of supporting the academic research of 

archaeological and anthropological textiles and 

dress. The most important part of our work is the 

building up and study of a textile and dress 

collection. These garments are available for 

research and exhibition purposes. 

 

The Board 
The board is currently made up of the following: 

• Chairman: Prof. L.L. Leertouwer 

• Treasurer: Prof. R. Bedaux,  

• Secretary: Dr. K. Innemée 

General members: Dr. R. Barnes, Prof. J. 

Bintliff, Mr. N. Dia, Mrs. V. Drabbe and Mrs. A. 

Rosebeek.  

 

International Advisory Board 
Because of the current rate of expansion the 

TRC has decided to form an International 

Advisory Board. Several people have already 

been approached about serving on this board and 

have expressed their interest in doing so. These 

include Dr. Carol Bier, Los Angeles, Prof. J. 

Eicher, University of Minnesota, USA; Prof. M. 

Hahn, Leeds University, England and Dr. John 

Peter Wild, Manchester, England. 

 

Permanent staff 
Dr. Gillian Vogelsang-Eastwood continues as 

the director of the Stichting. She is a specialist in 

Near Eastern textiles and dress. In addition, there 

are a number of other staff members who are 

helping with the collection, namely, Mrs. 

Pauline Smilde-Huckriede and Mrs. Riet van de 

Velde-Lagendijk-Lagendijk. Their work 

includes cataloguing and maintaining all of the 

collection. In particular, Mrs. Smilde is working 

on the Iranian and Dutch collections, while Mrs. 

van de Velde-Lagendijk is working with the 

Dutch and the Balkan collections. They are 

helped at regular intervals by Mrs. Angela 

Driessen-de Laat, Leidschendam and Mrs. 

Ulrike Halbertsma-Herold, Huisterheide. Ulrike 

has a particular interest in Mongolian textiles 

and dress.   

Ulrike Halbertsma temporary left us at the 

end of 2007, following the birth of her second 

child. We hope to see Ullii back again in 2008, 
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and in the meantime wish both mother and 

daughter well. 

In 2007 two of our volunteers left due to the 

pressure of other work, Mrs. Nell Hovestreydt 

and Ms. Anneke ten Dam. We would like to 

thank both ladies for their help. In addition, for a 

very short time, Mrs. Ellen Boucherie was also 

working with us as a volunteer, but due to ill 

health she was forced to stop. 

There are currently three Dutch students 

working with the TRC. Tineke Rooijakkers 

(Faculty of Archaeology, Leiden University) is 

concentrating on archaeological textiles, 

especially from Tilla Tepe, Afghanistan, and the 

Palestinian dress collection. Rose-Anne 

Vermeer, (Dept. of Anthropology, Leiden 

University) is working on the Omani collection 

as well as generally helping. Marije Wouterse, 

an anthropology student (Leiden University), is 

working with Pauline Smilde on the Iranian 

dress collection. Both Marije Wouterse and 

Rose-Anne Vermeer have also been working 

on the Dutch regional dress collection with 

Riet van de Velde-Lagendijk.  

During 2007 we were joined by two students 

for a year. Firstly, Qudsia Zohab, a student from 

Kabul Afghanistan. She has been given a one-

year placement at Leiden University and the 

Volkenkunde Museum (see below).  

The second student is Sabina Aguilera 

Madrigal, from Mexico City, Mexico. Sabina is 

studying anthropology. In the summer of 2007 

she left for a few months to study village life in 

northern Mexico. As part of her research she 

made a collection of men, women and children’s 

outfits from the Tarahumara region (see below). 

 

 

* 

A NEW HOME FOR THE TRC 
 

In the Chairman’s introduction to the 2007 

TRC Annual Report, attention was focussed on 

the need to find a new home for the TRC. The 

demands on the TRC, in terms of space, 

facilities and personnel, means that we need to 

have our own institute in order to grow in a 

suitable (and controlled!) manner. 

The aim is to create a Dress Museum that 

will have the facilities to mount both 

permanent and temporary exhibitions, as well 

as hold lectures, courses, and workshops on a 

wide range of subjects relating to dress and 

textiles. 

The themes of the permanent exhibition will 

include, what is a textile, what is dress and an 

introduction to Dutch regional dress (“begin 

with  yourself!”) Temporary exhibitions will 

include both technical and thematic exhibitions 

of various sizes. Plans for various exhibitions 

(both temporary and permanent) are already 

being implemented and will include a wide 

range of subjects. 

The TRC has been in contact with various 

groups in the region who have already showed 

their support in various means. The architects 

firm of CHNL Architecten, Den Haag, for 

example, have worked out plans for the perfect 

building, which includes research facilities, a 

library, exhibition space, depots, offices, 

lecture rooms, film facilities, a bookshop and 

last, but by no means least, a café.  

The TRC has also been in contact with 

Leiden Council, and they have very kindly sent 

a letter in the name of the Mayor and 

Aldermen (wethouders) of Leiden stating how 

such a museum of dress would be an asset to 

Leiden and the region. The current exhibition 

of Dutch lace caps in the Town Hall, Leiden, is 

an example of how the Council has been able 

to help the TRC in a very practical manner (see 

below). 

On the 13
th
 July an informal meeting was 

held at the Volkenkunde Museum to discuss 

the current state of affairs. Various Leiden 

personalities and groups were invited to attend 

and asked to help with the creation of the new 

museum. In particular, Ansje van Dijk and 

Bernadette Drenth were involved. Both are 

deeply involved in the Dutch textile world. 

Others at the meeting included people from 

Leiden University, Leiden Council, and from 

the local newspaper, Leidsche Dagblad. There 

was an animated discussion and many 

suggestions were put forward as to how we 

should and could proceed. The most important 

sign for us was to see and feel how much 

actual support there was for the TRC’s 

initiative. 

Support for our work also comes from 

various social and cultural groups and 

institutes, who also see the benefit to their 

organisations in the work carried out by the 

TRC. The range of groups we give lectures to 

(see pages 24-25), for example, gives an 

indication of who would benefit from the 

inclusion of such a museum in the 

Rijnland/Randstad region of the Netherlands. 

This is in addition to local schools, institutes of 
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higher education,  multi-cultural groups and 

societies, and so forth. 

In the meantime, the TRC continues to build 

up its collection and carry out research to show 

that our aims are practical, workable and 

equally important, that there is a demand, both 

locally and internationally, for what we do. 

Finally, we would appreciate support in the 

form of objects for the TRC collection and 

library, as well as financial donations, so all of 

these exciting plans can become a reality. If 

anyone can help in other manners could they 

please contact Dr. Gillian Vogelsang as soon 

as possible at trcleiden@tiscali.nl  

 

 

***** 

LITERALLY A WORLD OF DRESS 
 

Because of the increased interest in the work of 

the TRC it was decided during the February 

2004 Board Meeting of the TRC, that the TRC 

would encourage the study of dress from 

throughout the world, but that we will continue 

our specialisation of Middle Eastern dress. The 

importance of this aspect of the collection is 

reflected in the number of projects that have a 

Middle Eastern theme, such as the Afghan 

dress project; the Coptic liturgical and 

monastic dress project, the Iranian dress 

project, and the Mongolian dress project. 

 

 
 

A Pashtun outfit from Afghanistan 

 

But it should not be thought that dress is only 

clothing. Part of the “world of dress” attention 

in 2007 was also focussed on prayer beads (see 

below). A form of dress accessory that carries 

many messages about religion, gender, 

economics, trade, and so forth. 

In 2006 the ‘world’ side of the collection 

was increased with the decision to include 

Dutch regional dress (see below). Currently 

there is a discussion within Dutch museums 

whether ethnographic museums should include 

Western as well as non-Western cultures. Is it 

acceptable to only study the cultures of others, 

without looking at our own cultural 

background as well? At the TRC we are firmly 

of the belief that artificial boundaries between 

various cultures should be ignored.  As people 

travel around the world so do clothing ideas. 

Therefore, not to look at one’s own country 

and culture, just because it is based in the 

West, seems an outdated approach.  

As a result, with the help of Herman Roza, 

this year we started to build up the Dutch dress 

collection. The first fruit of this policy in 2007 

was the production of a small exhibition on 

traditional Dutch lace caps and an 

accompanying catalogue. 

 

***** 

 

www.texdress.nl 
 

The Stichting’s new web-page, www.texdress.nl  

is up and running and is used to carry 

information about the TRC including its aims, 

annual reports, donation information, and short 

items of current interest. So far we have had 

thousands of ‘hits.’ Visitors come from literally 

all over the world. We are now working on 

various proposals for digital exhibitions for the 

TRC’s website.   

 

 

***** 

THE NATIONAL MUSEUM OF 

ETHNOLOGY, LEIDEN (RMV) 
 

The TRC would like to thank the RMV for their 

continuing support of the TRC's activities. 

Without this support we would not be able to 

carry out the wide range of academic and 

general projects that are currently being 

undertaken. A particular word of thanks should 

go to Dr. Steven Engelsman (Director), and 

Prof. Matthi Forrer, the head of research at the 

museum. 

***** 
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INTERNATIONAL VISITORS 
 

In March 2007 Dr. Ruth Barnes, Ashmolean 

Museum, Oxford, came to Leiden for a month. 

Dr. Barnes is a well-known academic who 

specialises in Indian trade textiles and 

Indonesian textiles in general. Dr. Barnes, with 

the help of Marije Wouterse, catalogued the 

TRC’s small collection of Indonesian textiles, 

some of which turned out to be older than 

expected.  

On the 24
th
 May 2007 a delegation from the 

Indian Government and the Indian Embassy 

visited the TRC. The delegation is helping to set 

up a new textile museum and was touring 

various institutes in Europe in order to discuss 

their plans and gain inspiration from comparable 

groups.  

On the 21
st
 November the TRC was visited by 

Prof. John Fossey, Museum for Fine Arts, 

Montreal, Canada. The meeting had been 

arranged to talk about a Coptic textile exhibition, 

which the  Montreal Museum plans to display in 

2009. The TRC has been asked to become one 

of the advisors to the exhibition. 

 

***** 

APPEALS 
 

 
 

Late 19
th
 century photograph of a Protestant 

woman from Zuid Beveland (photograph by 

courtesy of Herman Roza, Amsterdam) 

 

Two appeals were held in 2007. The first was 

for the purchase of a small, technical collection 

of hand and machine made lace. The collection 

was needed for various reasons, but most 

notably because the use of lace is an integral 

part of dress and has many social, financial, art 

historical, and even religious implications and 

aspects.  

 Over the years we have been given various 

pieces of lace and lace garments. As a result  

the TRC has decided to purchase a catalogued 

lace collection to help with the identification of 

the various types of lace.  An appeal for  help 

went out in spring of 2007 and the collection 

was acquired in the summer (see below). 

 In the summer we were given a collection of 

lace bobbins by Mrs. A. Begeer-Geukes, 

Barendrecht. We would like to thank Mrs. 

Begeer for her generosity towards the TRC.  

Over the next few years we  hope to 

increase the lace collection, so we will have a 

useful identification tool, as well as some very 

beautiful objects for people to see. 

 The second appeal was entitled New 

Clothes for the New Year and immediately 

proved to be a great success. Afghanistan is the 

theme of the March 2008 annual Nauruz 

festival in the Volkenkunde Museum, Leiden. 

Each year the TRC prepares a display of 

clothing for this event. Previously we have 

‘done’ Iranian, Kurdish and general Middle 

Eastern dress. This time it is going to be even 

more exciting and topical: Afghan dress. 

 As Nauruz is the New Year we want to 

show Afghan dress at its best. So New Clothes 

for the New Year. The display will include 

festival and daily garments and jewellery for 

men, women and children from all the main 

groups: Pashtun, Tajik, Baluch, Nuristan, 

Turkmen, and many more. The garments are 

being made and collected by various 

Afghan/NGO women’s groups in Kabul, so 

helping the local communities directly. 

Garments are being made and organised by 

two NGO groups in Kabul, namely, Women of 

Hope, under the direction of Mrs. Betsy 

Beamon (www.womenofhopeproject.org) and 

PARSA, directed by Mrs. Marnie Gustavson 

(http://www.parsa-afghanistan.org ). 

 

What makes this more special is that we have 

an Afghan student from the National Museum, 

Kabul, working with us (see below). She has 

been given the responsibility (with a little  help 

from the rest of us at the TRC!) to make the 

display and help produce two booklets, one 

about Afghan dress based on these garments 

and accessories and another on Afghan 

embroidery. This will be a unique experience 

and opportunity for her, which in its turn will 

also help the Kabul Museum. 
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An Afghan stall selling everything you need 

to make and decorate garments (photograph 
by courtesy of Willem Vogelsang) 

 
Within two weeks two thirds of the money had 
been raised and we were able to contact the 
NGO groups in Kabul to go ahead with the 
organisation and purchase of the necessary 
outfits. 

 

 
 

An embroidered Hazara prayer cloth 
(TRC 2007.1130) 

 
Thanks to Willem Vogelsang, who visited 
Kabul in November 2007, the first group of 
garments have already arrived in Leiden. More 
garments will be coming in the spring of 2007 
ready for the Nauroz Festival to be held at the 
Volkenkunde Museum in March 2008. 

  
***** 

 
GRANTS 

 
In 2007 a total of €15,700 was raised from 
public funding bodies and private donations, 
making this our most successful year (so far!) 
with regards grant applications.  

We have been given sufficient funds for 
three major projects. The first project was for 
the making of a basic Dutch regional dress 
collection (see below). The funding came from 
Leiden Council and the Prins Bernard Fonds  
The second project was: A Handful of Prayers: 
Prayer beads from around the world (see 
below). Funding for the purchase of beads for 
study purposes and basic research costs came 
from the Oosters Institute, Leiden University 
and the Stichting Soefi Beweging Nederland, 
Den Haag, as well as many private donations 
of actual beads. 

The third project was for the creation of a 
lace cap exhibition with catalogue that was 
held at  the City Hall, Leiden (see below). 
Funding for this came from Leiden Council, 
Fonds 1818, the Prins Bernarnd Fonds, and 
the Dr. Hendrik Muller Vaderlandsch Fonds.  

The TRC is also proud of the fact that both 
the Prins Bernard Fonds and Fonds 1818 
included articles about the TRC’s work with 
Dutch regional dress in their quarterly reports. 
This is national recognition for the work of the 
TRC and all its members and a clear signal that 
the work being carried out is both needed and 
appreciated. 

 
***** 

 
THE TRC COLLECTION: 10 YEARS ON 

 
2007 also saw the tenth anniversary of the TRC 
Collection and it seem appropriate to say a few 
words about it. The TRC dress and textile 
collection has developed in directions that we 
had not anticipated ten years ago when we first 
started collecting garments. Then it was decided 
to concentrate on the Middle East as this was our 
main focus of attention with regards research 
and publications. The collection grew slowly, 
until 1997 when Willem and Gillian Vogelsang 
started going to Iran to collect Iranian regional 
dress. From that moment on the collection 
increased at a considerable rate. As more and 
more students started to use the TRC’s facilities 
it was decided to increase the collection range to 
include the whole (non-Western) world, 
regardless of culture or chronological 
boundaries. 
 But the question of who are we to only look 
at other cultures kept nagging. So at the end of 
2006 it was decided that the only logical solution 
was to collect Dutch dress as well. But what was 


