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TEXTILE RESEARCH CENTRE
LEIDEN

Chairman's Comments
Prof. J.G.J. ter Haar

It gives me great pleasure to introduce, on
behalf of the board of the Textile Research
Centre, theGeneral Report for the Year
2005. Although the detailed information on
the various activities of the TRC, provided
by this report, is self-evident and does not
need further explanation, | would like to
draw the reader’s attention to a few points.
First of all, the steady expansion of the
collection continued in 2005 unabatedly, to
such an extent that the number of new
objects considerably exceeded the 355
acquisition numbers that were needed to
catalogue them.

The year 2005 also saw the renewal of the
relationship with the National Museum of
Ethnology. The Board of the Textile
Research Centre is very grateful for the
hospitality extended by the museum to the
TRC, and at the same time notes with
appreciation that TRC's activities are greatly
valued by the museum, as is expressed aptly
in this report by Prof. Matthi Forrer, the
museum’s head of research.

Another important event in 2005 was the
publication of the first issue okhil’a, an
academic journal for the study of dress and
textiles in the Islamic World. There is every
reason to expect that this journal, published
by the well-known publishing house Peeters
(Louvain, Belgium), will enhance the
international appeal of TRC.

Let me end by expressing the Board's
sincere appreciation for both the unflagging
zeal and the efficiency with which the

director, Dr. Gillian Vogelsang-Eastwood

and her team have acquitted themselves of
their tasks, and for the fact that in 2005 TRC
has received support from so many people,
in the form of gifts and donations or

otherwise.
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The Stichting

The Stichting ("Foundation") Textile Research

Centre was established in 1991 with the stated
aim of supporting the academic research of
archaeological and anthropological textiles and
dress. The most important part of our work is the
building up and study of a textile and dress

collection. These garments are available for
research and exhibition purposes.

The Board

The board is currently made up of the following:
Chairman: Prof. J.G.J. ter Haar, Leiden
University
Treasurer: Prof. R. Bedaux,
Museum of Ethnology, Leiden
Secretary: Dr. G. van der Kooij, Leiden
University
General members: Mr. N. Dia, Mrs. V.
Drabbe, Dr. K. Innemée, Prof. L.
Leertouwer and Dr. G.M. Vogelsang-
Eastwood (Director).

National

We are pleased to announce the addition of a
new board member, Mrs. Annemarie Rosebeek.
Mrs. Rosebeek is from the banking world and
will be helping the TRC with developing the
business aspects of the TRC.

Permanent staff

Dr. Gillian Vogelsang-Eastwood continues as
the director of the Stichting. She is a speciatist
Near Eastern textiles and dress. In addition, there
are a number of other staff members who are
helping with the collection, namely, Mrs.
Pauline Smelde-Huckriede and Mrs. Riet van de
Velde. Their work includes cataloguing and
maintaining all of the collection.
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In particular, Mrs. Smelde is working on the
Iranian collection, while Mrs. van de Velde is
concentrating on the Balkan and Turkish
garments. They are helped at regular intervals by
Mrs. Angela Driessen-de Laat, Leidschendam,
Mrs. Nelleke Hovestreydt, Leiderdorp and Mrs.
Joke van Haarst, Leiden.

For part of the year Marloes van der Bijl and
Angela Janssen have worked on the general
organisation of the TRC's library. Angela is
preparing a Ph.D. thesis about Moroccan Urban
Dress (see below), and building up the TRC's
collection of Moroccan dress in general. She left
in September to spend a year in Morocco in
order to work on her thesis.

The TRC has various students working on
different aspects of the collection. These
include Marloes van der Bijl (Leiden
University), who is researching Zanzibarian
dress (see below), and Sana Lopez (Leiden
University), who is studying Ecuadorian dress
(see below). Tineke Rooijakkers (Leiden
University) has carried out work on ancient
Egyptian textile technology, notably the Beni
Hasan wall paintings depicting textile
production scenes. In addition, she is helping
to produce a catalogue of the TRC'’s collection
of Palestinian dress and related objects. In
2005 another student joined us for a few
months, namely Evangelia Skenteri, from
Greece. She and Riet van de Velde started to
catalogue the TRC’s small, but growing
collection of Balkan and Greek dress (see
below). In December we were joined by Marije
Wouterse, a second year Anthropology student
(Leiden University), who is working with
Pauline Smelde on the Iranian dress collection
and in 2006 will start work on creating various
digital exhibitions reflecting different aspects
of this part of the collection.
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The Volunteers at the TRC
Pauline Smelde-Huckriede

2005 saw, once again, many various and varied
activates carried out by the Mrs. Angela
Driessen-de Laat, Mrs. Nelleke Hovestreydt,
Mrs. Riet van de Velde, and myself, plus the

! with extra comments about the library by M. v/d
Bijl.

students. We have all been busy in the depot,
as well as in the library and the office.

Expect for holidays, we are at the TRC every
Monday morning and Wednesday afternoons.
On Monday morning we started at 10.00 with
tea and coffee and discuss what has been
happening during the last week, what needs to
be done, and listen to the announcements (new
items for the collection, lectures, meetings,
exhibitions, etc). Then at 10.30 to work!
Normally we have lunch together afterwards in
the Museum when more general points are
discussed. What | like the most is how time is
made for each other and the creation of a
personal atmosphere. It is good to note how
constructive and consciously everyone works
in extraordinary harmony. But what do we!
Our work is divided into three: the depot, the
library and the office.

The Depot

The main work is directed towards
cataloguing, ordering and storage of the
objects. New objects are described, as well as
creatively making space for new boxes and
indeed, lands. There are now objects from
every continent of the world and these must be
worked into the depot. A new, extra long
ladder was bought this year that has made a
great deal of difference as we can now use the
top of the racks! Space is becoming a problem
because of our growth, but this is not an
insolvable situation!
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Pauline and the short ladder in the depot

I am working on the Iranian section, which is
now virtually finished. It has taken several
years to go through all the boxes, making sure
outfits are together, describing what is in each
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box, adding the box number to the main
database, and so forth. | now want to start
again and fine-tune the system! The same will
happen with all the different groups of textiles
and clothing.

Objects are constantly going in and out of the
depot as lectures, exhibitions, research
continues, sometimes it is hard to keep up with
things. After each event all the objects have to
go into the deep freeze for a week, and then
returned to their particular boxes. But this is a
working collection and this extra work is part
and parcel of our policy. We are constantly
thinking up new ways of making the work
more efficient, Nelleke Hovestreydt is
particularly active in this area.

The Library

‘Little’ Angela, Sana and Marloes have been
active this year in the Library. For the last four
years, Angela has worked hard on devising and
building up a new library system suitable for
the TRC's needs. With a few adjustments and
the introduction of a digital library system, the
TRC library has finally been categorized in a
logical and workable system. Tineke has
worked on including the books into the digital
system, while Sana and Marloes have finalized
the manual system. The basis of the library has
been laid and in the following year the books
of the Kane Collection will be included, as
well as many other books that have recently
been acquired. The library is growing and with
the new in-house training programme that will
start in 2006 the role of the library in the life o
the TRC is increasing (see below).

In-house Training

There have been various course and events
during 2005 aimed at increasing and deepening
our personal and collective knowledge.
Everyone was given a project to carry out,
Riet, for example is now working on Balkan
and Turkish clothing, while | am, much to my
amazement, have started work on Dutch legal
dress. We have been to see various collections
and to visit exhibitions, each time with specific
guestions about who, what when and why!
Reports about these visits are given later. In
addition, in 2006 we will be starting a course
on basic textile and dress identification, so that
everyone will be able to deal with all aspects
of the collection. This is going to be very
interesting time indeed!
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Nelleke, Pauline, Joke and Marloes in the TRC’s
depot.

Others

In November 2004 we spent many hours
sewing, ironing and decorating the replica
garments for the AVRO documentary about
Ankhhor the Mummy. On the f2October
2005 the film was officially presented to the
public at the opening of an exhibition called
Het Spoor van de Mumm{€The Trail of the
Mummy”), at the National Museum of
Antiquities, Leiden. We were all very proud of
our efforts! A Cd-rom about the exhibition that
features the clothing we made and an interview
with Dr. Vogelsang-Eastwood is now available
from the National Museum of Antiquities.
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A WORLD OF DRESS

Because of the increased number of students
that want to work at the TRC it was decided
during the February 2004 Board Meeting of
the TRC, that the TRC would encourage the
study of dress from throughout the world, but
that we would continue our specialisation of
Middle Eastern dress. The importance of this
aspect of the collection is reflected in the
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number of projects that have a Middle Eastern
theme, such as the face veil project, the Saudi
Arabian dress project and the study of the Beni
Hasan spinning and weaving scenes from
Ancient Egypt.

In 2005 the ‘world’ side of the collection
increased with a collection of Andean
garments from Ecuador, dance costumes from
Rumania and the addition of tEmglish Legal
Dress Project and its companion project,
Dutch Legal Dresgsee below). To date, over
sixty countries are represented in the
collection.

In addition, plans are being made for a two-
year dress and textile course for Leiden
University, which will reflect the global nature
of dress in all its aspects from regional
costumes to uniforms and space suits (see
below).
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WWW.TEXDRESS.NL

The Stichting's web-page, www.texdress.idsl

up and running and is used to carry information
about the TRC including its aims, annual
reports, donation information, and short items of
current interest. So far we have had thousands of
‘hits.” Visitors come from literally all over the
world. We are now working on various
proposals for digital exhibitions for the TRC's
website.
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THE NATIONAL MUSEUM OF
ETHNOLOGY, LEIDEN (RMV)

The TRC would like to thank the RMV for their

continual support of the TRC's activities.

Without this support we would not be able to
carry out the wide range of academic and
general projects that are currently being
undertaken. A particular word of thanks should
go to Dr. Steven Engelsman (Director), and
Prof. Matthi Forrer, the newly appointed head of
research at the museum (see below).

*kkkk

The RMV/TRC Relationship
Prof. Matthi Forrer
Head of Research, RMV

In 2005 it was realized that the general
Memorandum of Understanding between the
National Museum of Ethnology and the
Stichting Textile Research Centre, made up in
1999, had expired. In view of the appreciation
of the expertise the TRC offers to the museum
as well as of the research it carries out on parts
of the museum collection, it was decided to
continue this relation. For practical reasons, it
was decided to draw up a negeneral
memorandum that would cover practicalities,
such as office and storage space, general
support in the form of office supplies,
telephone, computer, access to the TMS
museum collection database, etc, and a
preference offering of results of the TRC-
research to the museum, whereasrdsearch
projects conducted by and under the
supervision of the TRC would be a subject to
be discussed at least annually with me, the
museum’s Head of Research.

I will be obvious that this implies that the
museum has a great appreciation for the
expertise and accomplishments of the TRC.
This, it is realized, provides the possibilities of
a depth of understanding and an approach of
research which most of the museum’s regional
curators otherwise could not offer. Moreover,
with major parts of the museum’s collection of
textiles dating from the late nineteenth or early
twentieth century, the diachronical comparison
enabled by the more recent collections of the
TRC itself entail an enrichment that would
evoke the envy of many other museums. It is
therefore only hoped that this fruitful
collaboration can be continued and will
continuously enrich our understanding of the
various textile collections in our museum.

*kkkk

MUSEUM SCHOOL, RMV
Willem Vogelsang
Curator Southwest and Central Asia
RMV

In September 2005, the Museum School of the
National Museum of Ethnology (RMV)
officially started its MA programme in the
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study of material culture in a museum context.
The one-year course is organised under the
aegis of the Faculty of Archaeology, Leiden

University. One of the courses deals with

museum ethics and museum practice. The TRC
involvement included a seminar on textiles and
dress within a museum framework. The

seminar  discussed collecting, storage,
presentation, and the role of dress in any
society. The students were particularly pleased
with the hand-on approach to textiles and

garments from all over the world.

*kkkk

COOPERATIONWITH
THE ROYALACADEMY OF ART,
THE HAGUE

In the beginning of 2005 Dr. G.M. Vogelsang-
Eastwood was asked by Jack Verduyn Lunel,
the Director of the Royal Academy of Art
(KABK) in The Hague to become an academic
advisor to the textile and fashion department.
As part of this work a group from the KABK,
including Gerdi Esch and Els de Baan, visited
the TRC to see the facilities and in particular
the TRC’s collection of dress.

On the 18 June Dr. Vogelsang-Eastwood was
a guest at the end of year exhibition and
fashion show held at the KABK. It was a most
stimulating event and some of the garments
were truly stunning.

In September 2005 a meeting was held at
Leiden University with Dr. S. Moors, Head of
Research for the Department of Performing
Arts, and Els de Baan (KABK) about the
setting up dress and textile course for students
from Leiden University and the Royal
Academy. A suitable course has been drafted
and the plans are currently being discussed
within the University.

On the 2% October Dr. Vogelsang-Eastwood
attended a brainstorming session and dinner at
the Royal Academy. The theme of the session
was their textile and fashion department and its
future. Further sessions will be held in 2006.

K*kkkk

INTERNATIONAL VISITORS

On the 12th September, Prof. L. Bender-
Jorgensen, Trondheim University, Norway,
came to the TRC for a short visit in order to see
the work of the volunteers and to discuss the
work of the TRC in general.

In the beginning of September 2005, ICOM held
a three week course on textile conservation for
Asian conservators at the RMV, Leiden. During
this course the students, who came from all over
Asia, and their lecturer, Dinah Eastrop, Textile
Conservation Centre, Southampton University,
were given an introductory talk about the work
of the TRC and the opportunity to visit the
TRC'’s storeroom.

On the % October, Omara Khan Massoudi,
director of the National Museum, Kabul, came
to the RMV in order to discuss with Dr. Willem
Vogelsang and various representatives of Leiden
University, the setting up of an exchange
programme with Kabul University and the
National Museum of Afghanistan. As part of this
visit Mr. Massoudi visited the TRC, and in
particular the TRC’s storeroom to see the small
but growing collection of Afghan dress. Mr.
Massoudi is very interested in setting up an
Afghan dress project in the future, especially if
and when the Leiden/Kabul University
programme is established.

In October 2005, the TRC was visited by Sibba
Einarsdottir and colleagues from the Moesgaard
Museum, Denmark. The purpose of this visit
was to discuss the proposed Afghan Project
between the RMV, Leiden and Moesgaard
Museum. In addition co-operation at various
levels was discussed with respect to the TRC
and Moesgaard Museum. All being well, Dr.

Gillian Vogelsang-Eastwood will be going to

Moesgaard in the spring of 2006 in order to
carry out research and teaching at the Museum.

*kkkk

GRANTS AND DONATIONS

The TRC received various grants and
donations in 2005. We heard at the end of 2004
that a grant had been awarded by Baebas-
Van der Klaauw Fondswhich covered the
purchase of the Josephine Kane Collection of
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Middle Eastern dress (see below). The
garments arrived at the beginning of February
and were quickly catalogued thanks to the help
of Tineke Rooijakker.

Thanks to a generous donation by Mesters
Instituut, Leiden, it was possible to carry out
fieldwork in Oman and Turkey as part of the
TRC's project on the history of face veils
(Covering the Moon, see below). We would
like to thank theDosters Instituufor their long
term and continual support of the TRC's
activities. It is greatly appreciated.

*kkkk

ACQUISITIONS, PURCHASES
AND GIFTS

This year has seen the collection growing
rapidly with the addition of a wide range of
objects from throughout the world. A total of
355 acquisition numbers were used in 2005, but
the actual number of objects is larger as various
outfits included two or more objects, but these
were given one number, for example, TRC
2005.335a-i includes nine items. These items
acquired in 2005 come from over thirty different
countries ranging from Afghanistan to Zanzibar.

A woman’shobfrom Sierra Leone (TRC 2005259a)

At the beginning of January we heard about the
death of Mrs. Rijnsdorp, Leiden. In 2000 Mrs.
Rijnsdorp gave the TRC a collection of garments

from Ethiopia, Mali and Sierra Leone, all of
which she acquired in the 1970's while working
in these countries. According to Mrs.
Rijnsdorp’s final wishes her family have given
the TRC a small collection of garments from
Mali and Sierra Leone. We would like to express
our appreciaton at Mrs. Rijnsdorp’s
thoughtfulness and express our condolences to
her family.

On the 2 February the Kane collection arrived

in Leiden and immediately work started on

photographing and cataloguing this impressive
collection of Middle Eastern dress.

Quite out of the blue in April we were contacted
about a man’s outfit from Saudi Arabia, which

had been given to Mr. A. LePage Seidler by the
Saudi royal family (see below). We would like

to thank Helen Seidler, his daughter, for kindly
donating the garments to the TRC. Her
generosity is much appreciated.

At the end of April the TRC was given three
outfits of Rumanian and Yugoslavian origin that
were worn by Mr. and Mrs. den Broeder,
Lochem. Before they retired both Mr. and Mrs.
den Broeder were folk dancers. The acquisition
of these outfits represents a new departure for
the TRC as dance costumes, up to this point,
have never been collected. However, it was felt
that folk dance and certainly the associated
costumes fall under the concept of dress and
national identity, and so should be represented in
the TRC's collection policy.

V"

A folk dancer's blouse from Rumania (TRC
2005.301b)

Throughout much of 2004 Sana Lopez, one of
our student volunteers was carrying out field
work in the mountains of Ecuador. In the spring
of 2005 her collection safely arrived in Leiden.
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Sana spent much of the rest of the year sorting
out and cataloguing her collection. Similarly,
another student, Marloes van der Bijl continued
to work on and indeed increase the Zanzibarian
collection that will form the basis for her MA
thesis.

Throughout the year a number of Moroccan
garments were donated by friends and family of
Angela Jansen, another student volunteer. These
included two kaftans and several children’s
outfits, the latter were gifts of Mrs. D. Jansen.
Many thanks!

A cap and a small bag of the late nineteenth
century were given by Mrs. M. de Castro,
Huizen. These pieces are either of Greek Island
or Turkish origins. Last year Mrs. de Castro
gave us a collection of clothing from all over the
world, including various pieces of Balkan and
Greek origin.

The Balkan/Turkish collection was further
enriched when Mrs. Skenteri, the mother of
Evangelia Skenteri who was working as a
volunteer with us, donated two hand woven
bags that had belonged to her mother, and a
pair of hand made Greek shoes complete with
pompoms at the toes. Mrs. Skenteri also spent
a day helping at the TRC, although her English
was limited and our Greek non-existent we all
had a great time. We should like to thank both
Mrs. de Castro and Mrs. Skenteri for their
gifts.

In order to add to the TRC’s collection of
ihram clothing (see below), a womanilsram
outfit from Bahrein was given by Sibba
Einarsdottir, Moesgaard Museum, Denmark.
The close co-operation between Moesgaard
and Leiden is well attested to in earlier TRC
Annual Reports, and we hope that it will
continue for many years to come.

Thanks to the generosity of Els de Baan,
Leiden, the TRC was given an early 20
century outfit, probably of Turkish origin, in
September. More work needs to be done on
this outfit in order to find out where it was
made and when. The outfit is unusual in that it
is all in green.

In November we were given some unusual
garments, namely an outfit worn by Mrs. S.
Eastwood, while a magistrate, and the robes

worn by Mr. R. Taylor during his career as a
circuit judge in England. These outfits are the
first, we hope, in a series of garments acquired
under the auspices of a new project established
by the TRC, namely, thEnglish Legal Dress
Project (see below). Mr. Taylor also donated
his red brief bag, several items of neck gear
(bands and mourning bands), as well as a pair
of 18" century style shoes worn by a judge on
ceremonial occasions. We would like to thank
both Mrs. Eastwood and Mr. Taylor for these
gifts.

At the end of November the TRC was given a
1960’s Moroccan kaftan from Fez and a skirt
of the same vintage from Hong Kong. These
were the kind gifts of Mrs. Brouwer,
Oestgeest. Shortly afterwards we were given a
Turkish headscarf by Mrs. T. Huisman,
Heemstede. In 2004 Mrs. Huisman also
donated various items of Omani origin and we
should like to thank her for her constant
interest in and support of the activities of the
TRC. Mrs. Joke van Soest, Leiden, kindly gave
us two Indonesian textiles that were the
property of her grandmother. Both textiles are
believed to date from the 1920’s

An Afghan wedding dress (TRC 2005.251b)

Throughout the year various garments were
bought via the internet We had the opportunity,
for example, to purchase an Afghan wedding
dress with accessories. The dress is made out
of dark velvet and is decorated with an
intricate design of gold coloured braid and
beading. Most of the items however, were
related to veiling and in particular various
types of modern face veils. In addition, several
face veils were kindly acquired in Morocco by
Jamal ElI Khatouti, National Museum of
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Ethnology, Leiden, and donated to the TRC's
ever growing collection of veils and face veils.
These garments were purchased as part of a

larger project, Covering the Moon: An
Introduction to Middle Eastern Face ve{lsee
below).
Finally,
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Gift of some sensual drop spindles
Gillian Vogelsang-Eastwood

I never expected to write a report about sensual
drop spindles, but then life is full of curious
things. In 2004 Tom Forrester, Canada,
contacted us about our work on archaeological
textiles, especially those from Egypt. Tom is
particularly interested in hand spinning to the
extent that he now makes a wide range of
spindles and whorls himself. These are copies
of various types of ancient and modern forms
from throughout the world. An exchange of
books for spindles was quickly organised and
in April 2005 the spindles arrived.

Tom Forrester at work

The spindles and whorls are made in a variety
of woods including cherry and maple, and are
decorated in various manners from hand turned
decoration to intricate patterns created using
dyed woods. These spindles were originally
intended for use by various students, but they
are the most beautiful and yes, sensual,
spindles | or indeed the rest of the TRC's
volunteers have ever handled. They are works
of art in themselves. So alas for our students, it
was quickly decided that anyone just learning

about hand spinning will nobe allowed to
work with these objects.

Tom has just finished a series of ancient
Egyptian spindles for Tineke Rooijakker, who
is working on the spinning and weaving scenes
from Beni Hasan (see the 2004 Annual
Report). The results of Tineke's experiments
with these spindles will be posted in due
course.

Just before Christmas Tom sent us a set of
twenty, more robust spindles suitable for

learners! But yet again they were so beautifully
made we hesitated to let beginners work with
them.

A selection of Tom Forrester's amazing spindles

For more information about Tom’'s amazing
spindles, please contact him at:

spindles@netrover.com
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APPEALS

This year we had two appeals, one for books
and the other for microscopes.

Book appeal

The book appeal was launched in July and was
to raise money to purchase a range of books
for the library. Within a very short time
sufficient funds had been raised to buy all the
books on the list. Plus a few more! The initial
list of books was organised by Angela,
Marloes and Sana. It included numerous titles
on modern fashion and dress theory. Many of
these books are published by Berg, Oxford.
Berg very kindly arranged for us to have a
substantial discount (30%!) on the published
price of the these books. We should like to
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thank Berg for their help in this matter. It did
make a difference and it is appreciated.

Microscope appeal

At the end of November an appeal was
launched for the acquisition of five
microscopes. As part of its in-house training
programme (see below), the TRC needs to
have 5 monocular microscopes for fibre
identification. The correct identification of the
fibre types used for textiles and dress is
important with respect to the basic cataloguing
of the objects, but also for storage (wool needs
to be treated differently from nylon for
example, because of the dangers of moths and
other insects). In addition, should an object
need to be cleaned or conserved in any method
then knowing what it has been made of will be
essential.

The TRC is also planning to provide a similar

course for students, especially those studying
anthropology, art history and archaeology.

These microscopes form an essential part of
these plans as well. After looking at the range
of monocular microscopes currently that are
suitable for this type of work, we have opted

for the Euromex XE 5615, with mechanical

stage.

To date two microscopes have already been
given to the TRC as well as funding for a
further two has been donated. We await the
results of various funding requests.

The Euromex XE 5615 microscope, a basic
monocular microscope suitable for general
fibre identification

10

Needless to say, if anyone has a suitable
microscope they would be willing to donate to

the TRC, or if they can help in any other way
could they please let us know at

textile@rmv.nl
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IN-HOUSE TRAINING

As part of the current expansion of the TRC
three in-house training programmes are being
put into operation.

The first course is concerned with exhibitions
and how to look at them from the point of view
of a designer, curator and user. This is
important as the TRC wants to increase the
number of exhibitions (digital and actual) it
stages over the next few years. A list of
guestions has been designed for looking at an
exhibition, from how easy is the exhibition to
find, to what type of floor is used, the height of
the ceiling, the lighting, colour, showcases,
availability of information, seating, and so
forth. This work is intended to be practical as
well as theoretical so regular visits to
exhibitions are being planned. A report about
the first visit is given below by Angela
Driessen.

The second and third in-house courses are
inter-related. The second course focuses on
textile identification, from fibres, weaves, to

the different methods of decorating cloth

(weave, printing, applied). As noted earlier, in

order to support this work the TRC has

launched an appeal for five monocular

microscopes for fibre identification purposes.

The TRC already has several stereo
microscopes that will be used for weave
identification.

The third training course is designed to follow

on from the textile course and looks at the
nature of clothing and dress in general. In the
clothing identification section the basic forms

of construction (draped, wrapped, cut-to-shape,
moulded, etc), will be stressed.

As noted earlier, these training sessions will
begin in January 2006. It is the intention that
these sessions will be expanded into a course
suitable for students from Leiden University,
notably anthropology, archaeology and art
history.
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EXHIBITIONS

Hajj Exhibition, RMV

On the & January 2005 an exhibition was
opened at the National Museum of Ethnology,
on the theme of the annual Muslim pilgrimage
or Hajj to Mecca. On display were objects
from both the RMV'’s historical collection of
Meccan objects (mostly late I @entury items
acquired by the famous Dutch Arabist, C.
Snouck Hurgronje, plus numerouthram

garments worn by men and women while
taking part in the pilgrimage. The exhibition
remained opened until March 2005.

Visitors to the Hajj exhibition, RMV, February
2005

Among the numerous objects on display were
fourteen lhram outfits from the TRC's
collection. These represented traditional, as
well as more modern forms dfiram clothing

for both men and women. The outfits were
from countries as far apart as Indonesia,
Surinam and Zanzibar. Some of the outfits
were already in the TRC'’s collection; others
were specially purchased for the exhibition. In
the case of the Zanzibarian outfit, for example,
cloth from Saudi Arabia was purchased and
made into an oultfit that arrived literally days
before the opening of the exhibition. This
outfit was organised by a family in Stone
Town, Zanzibar (see below). In addition there
was an outfit on display that belongs to a
Turkish woman living in the Leiden region.
The outfit had been worn during her
pilgrimage in 2003.

What surprised the visitors was the fact that the

rules concerning women’s clothing were less
strict than those linked to men during this
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important Muslim ritual. The wide variety of
outfits for women on display reflected this fact.
The TRC should like to thank all those who
helped in collecting garments.

*kkkk

Maritiem Museum, Rotterdam

In 2006 the Maritiem Museum, Rotterdam wiill
be holding an exhibition about thdajj and
how people have travelled to thiajj from all
over the world. lhram garments from the
TRC’s collection will be on display in the
Rotterdam exhibition.

*kkkk

A Zanzibarian ihram outfit
Marloes van der Bijl

My host family in Zanzibar was so kind to

assure that a Hajj outfit from Zanzibar would
be present at the exhibition. My host-father,
Nasor Abeid Awadh, brought the material

from Saudi Arabia, and my host-mother, Bi

Khadija, and my host-sister, l1zdy, designed the
female (Punjabi style) and male outfit. Their
tailor, Fundi Rojo, has sewn the oultfits.

*kkkk

Digital publications and exhibitions
about the Hajj

To coincide with the actual exhibition on the
theme of theHajj at the RMV, a digital
publication was presented on the RMV’s
website (www.rmv.nil. It includes a short
history of theHajj with an explanation of the
different types of garments.

A digital exhibition abouthram clothing with
photographs of all the main types can be found
on the TRC’s website (www.texdresg.nl

*kkkk
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Ihramclothing for a man and woman from Iran
Ihramclothing from Pakistan, Indonesia, Morocco and [igy

i 9 W i\ !

A

Figures from Surinam, Kuwait, Pakistan, Lebanomzbar and Kurdistan
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An exhibition about women’s dress from
Saudi Arabia

Preparations are now underway for a small
exhibition on the theme of Saudi Arabian

women’s dress. The general image of Saudi
Arabian dress is that of women walking around
totally covered in black while their men folk

wear white dresses with tea towels on their
heads. Yet the reality of Saudi Arabian dress,
especially for Bedouin women, is very

different.

The aim of this small exhibition is to display
some of the urban and nomadic outfits worn by
Saudi Arabian women and to show how the
cut, materials, colour and range of decoration
are used to indicate the wearer's social and
tribal affiliations. In addition, in the east ofeth
country the ancient Gulf and Indian Ocean
maritime trade has meant that women had
access to materials produced in Iran and India.
While in the west of the peninsular the annual
pilgrimage Hajj) to Mecca has resulted in
millions of people from all over the Islamic
world (from Africa to Indonesia) coming to the
west of the country. This annual mass
migration has affected the appearance of
regional dress, notably in the Hijaz and Asir
regions.

This exhibition will be held at the National
Museum of Ethnology, Leiden from late
October 2006 until the end of January 2007.

Many of the garments to be displayed are from
the Josephine Kane Collection of Middle
Eastern DressThis collection was purchased
thanks to the generosity of tBarbas-Van der
Klaauw Fond§ the Netherlands, at the
beginning of 2005. This is a wonderful
collection of garments from various Middle
Eastern countries including Jordan, Palestine,
Saudi Arabia, Syria, Turkey, and Yemen, as
well as various items from Afghanistan and
India.

*kkkk

2 The Barbas-van der Klaauw Fondsomes under
the auspices of th@rins Bernhard Cultuurfonds
Amsterdam.
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KHIL'A

Khil'a is an academic journal for the study of
dress and textiles in the Islamic World. The
journal is published by the oriental publishers,
Peeters of Louvain, Belgium.

The first issue came out in August 2005. It
included articles about the Robert Shaw
collection of Central Asian coats in the
Ashmolean Museum (R. Barnes); Textiles
passing through the tollhouses of"1@entury
Al-Mukha, Yemen (C.G. Brouwer); an
intriguing article about whether hermits should
or should not wear clothing (K. Innemée); the
Keswa kebira, a Jewish Moroccan festival dress
(A. Janssen); the symbolic use of veiling in early
Modern Persian poetry (A.A. Seyed-Gohrab);
the use of clothing in Afghan politics (Willem
Vogelsang); the Iranian chador (Gillian
Vogelsang-Eastwood), and an Omani fashion
show (J. AlZadjali). In addition, there is an
annotated list of recent publications on dress and
textiles from the Islamic world.

The cover of the first issue lhil’a

The following issue oKhil'a is currently being
prepared and includes articles as varied as the
decoration of Moroccan kaftans to the discovery
of Iranian textiles within what is now Russia.

Articles on any aspect of dress and textiles from
the Islamic world will be considered for
inclusion, including anthropological, arch-
aeological, art and design history, economic,
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literary, political, religious social, technical
approaches, as well as articles about specific
garments of particular interest. There is also a
select bibliography with commentary on relevant
books and articles since 1980, if anyone has
suitable articles or books for inclusion in this
section could they please let Gillian Vogelsang-
Eastwood know (see below).

Anyone who has a suitable article or who is
interested in writing for future issues of the
journal should contact either:

Willem Vogelsang (willemv@rmv. i
GillianVogelsang-Eastwood

(textile@rmv.n)

If you wish to subscribe to the journal, please

contact P. Peeters (Paul@peeters-leuven.be)
Separate articles can also be downloded directly
from Peeters’ website.

*kkkk

| MADE MY SONG A COAT

Gillian Vogelsang-Eastwood

All over the city of Leiden, the Netherlands,
poems have been written in giant letters on the
walls. The poems come from all over the
world and date from ancient Greece to the
present day. One of theroatsby William
Yeats (1865-1939) has fascinated me for some
time and the idea of collecting poetry about
clothing grew from seeing this wall poem.

The giant wall poem “A Coat” in Leiden
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The theme of the booklet is dress in poetry and
in particular in the English language. Some
poems are serious, reflecting on death,
politics, social conditions and patriotism.
Other poems are humorous, and in some cases
they are just nothing more than a bit of fun.
All, however, reflect on different aspects of
clothing and what it can mean to a diverse
group of people. The presence of all these
poems in the anthology will show (I hope!)
that the study of dress can be viewed from
many different angles and that it is anything
but dull!

Copies of the anthology were given to the
board members, volunteers, students and
others who have helped the TRC in 2005, by
way of “thanks!”

*kkkk

DIGITAL CATALOGUES OF THE
TRC'S COLLECTION

The following digital catalogues are available
or in preparation:

Kerman Afshar Dres$2003; Iranian
Dress series)

Qashqga’i Dress(2003; Iranian Dress
series)

Abyaneh Dresgq2003; Iranian Dress
series)

Zoroastrian Dress (with  Willem
Vogelsang; 2003 Iranian Dress series)
Moroccan Dress and Related Objects
(Angela Janssen; 2005)

Zanzibarian KangagMarloes van den
Bijl, 2005)

Coptic Dress and Related Objects
(with  Dr. Karel Innemée; in
preparation)

Omani Dress and Related Objects
(with Mrs. J. AlZadjali; in preparation)
Palestinian Dress and Related Objects
(Tineke Rooijakkers; in preparation)

If you are interested in obtaining a copy of one
or more of these catalogues please contact Dr.
Gillian Vogelsang-Eastwood (textile@rmv.nl

*kkkk
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VISITS

Oman and Turkey

Thanks to a generous grant from tDesters
Instituut, Leiden, Gillian Vogelsang-Eastwood
was able to go to Oman for a short visit.
During this visit she carried out research into
the range of face veils worn in the country and
helped in the preparatory stages of setting up
an Omani Costume Museum, Muscat. In
addition, later in the year Dr. Vogelsang-
Eastwood went to Istanbul in order to visit the
Topkapi Palace Museum and to see what was
happening in present day Istanbul with respect
to veiling and face veils.

Textiles and Leiden Synagogue

The Leiden Synagogue has a small, but very
interesting collection of religious textiles,
mostly parochots(the large cloth that goes in
front of the cupboard where tA®rahis kept).
Following the events of the Second World War
these textile come from various Jewish
communities within Holland to the safety of

the Leiden Synagogue. In some cases these

textiles have become the only witnesses to the
existence of various Dutch/Jewish
communities that were totally wiped out.

On the 28 February a group from the TRC

visited the synagogue in order to see the
textiles. We were given a guided tour of the
pieces by Leo Levie, the Secretary of the
Synagogue.

A book about the textiles and their history is
available, calledLeidse Parochot: Voor de
glorie van de synagogel996, ISBN 90-
803206-1-7. For further information, please
contact, L. Levie, Levendaal 14, 2311 JL,
Leiden, the Netherlands,

nigleiden@hotnet.nl

*kkkk

Global Fashion/Local Tradition

In December a group from the TRC visited the
Global Fashion/Local Traditiorexhibition at
the Centraal Museum, Utrecht. This was a
stimulating visit, intended to be the first of a
series of TRC visits to textile and dress
exhibitions. A report about the exhibition
follows below.
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Exhibition Fieldwork
Angela Driessen

As part of the work of the TRC we want to

strengthen our experience in creating and

staging exhibitions. So we have just started an

in-house programme of going to exhibitions

and looking at how they are designed: what we

like in them, what we don't like and in general,

how the objects in the exhibition are used. In

particular, attention is paid to the following

points:
- How big is the exhibition and why this

size?

Which group(s) is it aimed at?

What are the main themes and sub-

themes of the exhibition?

Do the various parts of the exhibition

work together?

What effect does the use of colour and

light have on the exhibition?

Is use made of various types of

displays and showcases? How do they

interact?
How and where is information
positioned?
What range of information is
presented?

One of the Galliano dresses on display in Global
Fashion/ Local Tradition, Centraal Museum,
Utrecht
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The first visit in this exhibition programme
took place on the"™7December 2005 when a
group of six people from the TRC went to
Utrecht to visit the exhibitiorGlobal Fashion
Local Traditionat the Centraal Museum. The
exhibition is about the use of regional and
traditional textiles and dress by modern,
international fashion designers such as Hussein
Chalayan, John Galliano, Razu Mikhina, Issey
Miyake, Vivienne Westwood and Yohji
Yamamoto.

Our aim was to examine the exhibition from
the various standpoints mentioned above and
to expand upon them (for example, were chairs
provided for weary feet!). By going with a
group we had the opportunity to examine a
wide range of issues in a relatively short period
of time. The group’s interest in clothing made
the visit well worth while in itself, but the list
of questions discussed prior to going to Utrecht
created even more discussion points. It is
noticeable that we have now started to look at
exhibitions with very different eyes. In 2006
we shall be visiting more exhibitions and
taking the (expanded) list with us! It is proving
to be an interesting and worth while
experience, which will benefit us all in the
long run.

*kkkk

TRC PROJECTS

The TRC is involved in a number of projects,
which include (in alphabetical order):

Collecting Dress in the Field

Dr. Cunera Buijs, curator of Artic and Sub-Artic
regions, RMV, and Dr. Gillian Vogelsang-
Eastwood have written a booklet about
collecting dress in the field.

The booklet is intended to be a guide for
students and others who are about to embark
on collecting garments and items of dress
accessories as part of their fieldwork
experience. It includes subjects such as why is a
collection being made, the ethics of collecting,
the necessary equipment, how to go about
collecting in the field, initial cataloguing,
transportation, and so forth.
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It is anticipated that the majority of the
students using the booklet will be studying
material culture in some form. In particular,
the guide is aimed at people working in the
fields of anthropology, archaeology, art and
design history (both Western and non-
Western), and history in general.

A group wearing national dress in East Greenland
(C. Buijs)

It is written from two very different points of
view — working in the sub-artic regions were ice,
dog sledges and helicopters come to the fore,
and the Middle East were heat and sand are
common problems. The different problems and
solutions encountered by the authors during the
course of their own fieldwork (basically sand
versus ice, or more prosaically, camels versus
sledges) means that a range of situations are
identified and discussed.

The booklet will be available in 2006.

*kkkk

The Coptic Dress Project

In the Annual Report of 2002 there was an item
about theCoptic Liturgical and Monastic Dress
Projectorganised by the TRC. We now have an
extensive collection of Coptic dress and related
pieces that reflects a wide range of aspects of
contemporary Coptic life in Europe. A digital
catalogue of the collection will soon be made
available. Anyone interested in supporting this
collection or in having the exhibition should
contact the director of the project:

Dr. K. Innemée
(K.C.Innemee@Ilet.leidenuniv)nl
Dr. Gillian Vogelsang-Eastwood

*kkkk
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Covering the Moon: A History of Middle
Eastern Face Veils
Gillian and Willem Vogelsang

During the last few decades there has been
considerable interest in the role of veiling in
modern Islamic societies and the effect of
veiling/lslam upon Western societies. In
particular the bluehadariAfghan burgas and

the black Saudnigab have become modern
icons that are instantly recognisable throughout
the world. Yet little attention has been given to
the questions: what is a face veil, where did the
idea of face veils come from, how widespread
are their use, and what are the main types? It is
the aim of this book to addresses these and
related questions.

Attention is focussed on actual face veils, their
two and a half thousand years of use in the
Middle East and surrounding countries, how
they are made and decorated, and how they are
worn and with what. Attention is also paid to
the role of the internet and Islamic clothing
sites, especially those in the USA, which are
currently affecting the sale and appearance of
face veils throughout the world.

Turkish fashion plate from the early %0
century showing elderly women wearing the
long black peche two modern young ladies
wearing the new transparameche/yashmak
and a third young lady totally in Western
clothing, including a hat veil.
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The book is fully illustrated using examples of
historical and modern face veils, paintings,
photographs, postcards, etc., now in the
collections of the TRC and the RMV, as well
as a number of other, public and private
collections, notably the Moesgaard Museum,
Denmark.

Funding for the face veil book has kindly been
provided by theOosters InstituytLeiden and
the National Museum of Ethnology, Leiden.

A small to medium sized exhibition has been
prepared on the theme of face veils form
Ancient Greece to the present day. It includes
garments from Morocco to Central Asia. Some
of these veils are very small, others envelop
the complete body, but all of the objects
included in the exhibition cover all or part of

the face. In addition, latest fashions in face
veils purchased via the Internet are included,
representing the globalization of this particular
form of dress. This exhibition is suitable for

travelling.

For further information about this project or
the exhibition, please contact Dr. Gillian
Vogelsang-Eastwood, textile@rmv.nl

*kkkk

Dress from the Balkans
Riet van de Velde

In the first half of 2005 the TRC was joined for
a short time by Evangelia Skenteri, a Greek
student, who had just finished her study of
archaeology. As the TRC houses a small
collection of dress from the Balkans and
Turkey, Evangelia decided that she would like
to help sort, catalogue and provenance these
garments. So together we started to gather
information and pictures of the traditional
dress of the relevant countries. As the entire
region where the garments come from once
formed part of the Ottoman Empire it was
often difficult to decide exactly where the
items originated. Borders were also very
different in the nineteenth and beginning of the
twentieth centuries. There were considerable
cultural cross-influences throughout the area
and across what are now the border regions of
the modern Balkan countries.
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19" century Greek Island dress (TRC 2004.104)

The subject involves considerable research and
Evangelia Skenteri made a good start.
Unfortunately, she could not finish the work as
she had to go back to Greece in June. So it was
decided that | should continue the work, with
the aim of completing the basic sorting,
describing and cataloguing of this part of the
collection by the end of 2006.

| find it particularly interesting work, not only
because of the influence between Asia and
Europe, but also because of the beautiful
decorative techniques that were employed. But
easy? No, it is not!

*kkkk

Legal Dress Projects

In August 2005 we were offered some English
legal garments, including a Circuit Court judge’s
robes by a retired judge. This led to a chain of
events that have resulted in the setting up of a
project about legal and comparative dress from
England. Since setting up these projects, interest
has been expressed in the idea of expanding it to
include Dutch, Danish and Spanish legal dress.

English Legal Dress (ELD)
Gillian Vogelsang-Eastwood

English legal dress dates back to the medieval
and Tudor periods and are some of the most
colourful and complex forms of legal dress
anywhere in the world. The project is being
carried out by Dr. Gilllan Vogelsang-
Eastwood, with the aid and advice of Prof. J.
Baker, Downing Professor of the Laws of
England (Cambridge University), and Mr. R.
Taylor, a retired Circuit judge.
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To date English legal dress has been studied by
‘insiders,” namely, people who are already
connected to the profession. This is
understandable given the complexity of the
subject. As yet no one has studied the legal
dress using the discipline of dress studies. In
addition to talking to those whavear the
garments as part of their professional life,
interviews are planned with people wisee
them being worn in order to achieve a balanced
image of the role of English legal dress. By
discussing English legal dress as historical
objects (legal, dress, art, social) and as part of
today's culture it will make this intriguing
subject more accessible to a far wider public.

Mr. Justice Darling wearing the traditional red reb
of an English judge (TRC collection, 1907)

But this study is not only about the history and
appearance of legal dress in England; it is also
concerned with its future. Despite its apparent
unsuitability (warm and difficult to wear at
times), because of the historical role of the
British Empire, English legal dress can be
found in countries as far apart as Canada,
Jamaica, Uganda, India, and Malaysia. And
although there are moves in some countries to
reform legal dress into a ‘global’ style of black
gown with white neck wear, many countries
are resisting. What is it about English legal
dress that people are so attached to? The
answer lies in the dignity of traditions and
continuity that have been built up over the
centuries.

Yet questions are being asked in England as to
whether English legal dress will or indeed
should survive for another hundred years.
There is currently a ‘battle’ taking place
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between the ‘traditionalists’ and the ‘trendies’
about this very point, and there is no certainty
who will ‘win.” This is all the more reason for

a detailed study to take place now, while the
garments are in use and, more importantly, the
people who know these objects are available to
talk about them.

The aim of the project is to produce a booklet
about English legal dress suitable for schools,
and a more detailed study on the same theme. In
addition a proposal for an exhibition on the
history of English legal dress has been written
and garments and suitable illustrations are
currently being collected. The booklet is nearly
finished, while it is anticipated that both the
exhibition and the book will be ready in 2007.

For further information about this project or
the proposed exhibition, please contact Dr.
Vogelsang-Eastwood, textile@rmv.nl

*kkkk

Iranian Dress Projects

The TRC is involved in a number of projects
about Iranian dress. This work was initially
sponsored by Shell Iran, and we would like to
thank Shell Iran for their support. Without their
help at the beginning of the project none of the
following would have been feasible.

Iranian Urban and Regional Dress Collection

Between 1997-2000, Dr. Willem Vogelsang and
Dr. Gillian Vogelsang-Eastwood, made various
fieldtrips to Iran in order to make a survey of
Iranian dress. During this period we were able to
acquire over one thousand garments including
items from all the major groups in Iran,
including the Kurds, Qashqga'i, Arabs, Bandari,
Baluchi, Turkmen, and so forth. Catalogues of
all these garments are now prepared.

Since then the late 20th century collection of
dress has been increased due to the generous
support of various people, notably C. Breedvelt,
The Dutch Embassy, Tehran, and Dr. S.
Shahshahani, Tehran. All in all, it is now
accepted that the TRC's collection of
contemporary Iranian dress is one of the best
outside of Iran. These garments are available for
study and exhibition purposes.
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Iranian Regional and Urban Dress Book

One of the long-term aims of the Iranian dress
project is to make a survey of Iranian dress at the
end of the 20th century. The manuscript for this
work is well under way, and will be illustrated
by the garments described above.

*kkkk

Kurdish Dress Project

In March 2004 it was decided to set up a
Kurdish Dress project with the help of Mrs.
Choppi Raeuf, Leiden. Mrs. Raeuf is Kurdish
(Iraq) and wishes to help to foster knowledge
about this aspect of Kurdish culture here in the
Netherlands. The TRC has a large collection of
Kurdish dress acquired in Iran, including outfits
for men (Peshmerga, Rank-o-Check and Sal-
Sepik styles) and women. The women’s outfits
include Chakagq Jalali, Khor and Mahabad styles.
Work will begin in spring 2006.

*kkkk

2005 Oman Dress Project
Progress Report
Julia AlZadjali, Muscat, Oman.

2005 really was a wonderful year, with respect
to many elements fahe Oman Dress Project
(ODP). Beginning with the actual collection of
dresses, of the five regions and three
governates of Oman, there is only one region
and one governate where we do not yet have
volunteers actively working looking for
clothing and information. And of the seven
locations throughout Oman that represent the
basic look and styles of Omani dress, there is
again only one of the seven without one or
more active volunteers.

The increase in activity coincided beautifully
with a generous donation from the Royal
Embassy of the Netherlands. Her Excellency
the Ambassador, Annelies Boogaerdt, has a
deep and personal interest in heritage and
culture and the ODP plans were well received.

Through a generous donation given by the
Dutch Embassy, the ODP was able to order
and acquire a range of traditional Omani

outfits, as well as purchase storage containers
suitable for storing the garments. The progress
of this stage has been good and we expect to
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complete the basic collection during the first
guarter of 2006. Coupled with the grant given
earlier by Muscat Press & Publishingsee
2004 TRC Annual Report for making a
collection of Omani clothing for the TRC, the
Embassy grant means that now two collections
are currently being built up; one which will
stay in Oman and the other that will go to the
TRC in Leiden.

The visit to the Dutch embassy took place
while Dr. Gillian Vogelsang-Eastwood, TRC,
was in Oman and together we visited Her
Excellency the Ambassador. Dr. Gillian's
work on face veils (see above) not only
brought her to Oman, but stimulated the start
of a parallel collection of Omani face veils for
the ODP, as well. With the face veil collection
only just starting, we had the opportunity to
obtain a Saif Malik burga. It's in fairly
reasonable shape, but sadly missing its
embellished tassel. All in all, however, it is a
highly unusual find and we would consider
ourselves extremely lucky to have come across
it. In addition, a set of modern face veils based
on traditional Omani forms was commissioned
from a local fashion designer, Nawal bint
Hamed bin Hamid Al-Hooti. The same fashion
designer is also included in an article about an
Omani fashion show held at the AlBustan
Palace and Hotel, near Muscat in 2003. This
article appeared in the first volume of the
journal,Khil’a (see above).

Around about the same time that Dr. Gillian
Vogelsang was in Oman, the ODP was called
upon by two consultants for the Ministry of
Tourism to handle the dressing of 19
mannequins for Al Hazim Castle, Rustaqg, in
18" century Omani style clothing and a small
group dressed from the 1960s era. This work
involves working along side various local
members of that community who made the
necessary clothing under the direction of the
ODP, thus generating incomes for those
households. Along with the dressing of
mannequins the ODP is responsible for several
other textile projects based at the castle. This
work is expected to be finished in the first
quarter 2006.

Above all of the activity this year the most
important element has been the decision to

establish ourselves as an NGO, the first step in
this long process. In the meantime we are
working hard on proposals for a patron, as well
as talking with an architect, local officials and
potential sponsors. If all of this meets with the
success we expect, then we will be ready to
move forward on this multi-million Omani rial
project.

In addition, the ODP is working alongside Dr.
Gillian Vogelsang in writing two booklets, one
on Omani dress and the second on face veiling
in the Gulf. It is our intention that both
booklets will be ready to go to print in the
second quarter of 2006 if not earlier. The
outlook for 2006 is that we expect the basic
collections to be completed in all aspects:
collecting, documenting and publishing. This
will officially give way to the next phase,
which is the expansion of the collection into a
fully grown dress centre where we can look to
the past, present and future of Omani dress.

It remains our sincere hope that the biggest
news in 2006 will be the granting of official
consent for the use of a patron’s name and the
successful completion of our search for
funding for the proposed dress institute.

*kkkk

Saudi Arabian Dress Project

The Saudi Arabian Dress Project has received
further support from various directions in

2005. As noted earlier, at the beginning of
2005 the TRC was able to purchase the
Josephine Kane Collection of Middle Eastern
Dress. This collection includes over eighty
garments of Saudi origin and represents all
four main areas of the country. So as part of
cataloguing this collection it was natural to

consider it as a particular project.

In May H. Seidler offered us a unique outfit,

namely, the garments given to her father, Mr.
A. LePage Seidler, in the 1950's by the Saudi
royal family. Mr. Seidler worked for Aramco

in Dhahran from 1949-1961. He was the first
American dentist in Saudi Arabia and helped a
member of the royal family. As a result he was
presented with a complete winter outfit for a
man, including the headrope, gown, jacket, and

create a permanent dress centre to be located 3 thick, hand woveaba

here in Muscat. The paperwork is moving to
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A small selection of the Saudi garments that wipear in the 2006 exhibition at the National
Museum of Ethnology, Leiden.
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Mr. A. LePage Seidler wearing the Saudi outfitt)lef
the winter coat andlishdashaand (right) with the
addition of thebisht

Then during the summer of 2005 the TRC was
given the opportunity by the RMV to create an
exhibition for Autumn 2006 on the theme of

Saudi Arabian women’s clothing (see above).
The exhibition will include rare late nineteenth

century garments from the Mecca region, as well
as items from the Kane collection.

As a result of all of these apparently isolated
activities it has been decided that in addition to
the exhibition in 2006, a booklet will be written

to accompany the exhibition and further work
will take place in writing a general introduction

to both men and women’s clothing from this
intriguing, yet virtually unknown area of the

world.

*kkkk

PH.D. STUDENTS

On the 13 September, Wilie Minkes
(Department  of  Archaeology, Leiden
University), defended her Ph.D. thesis at Leiden
University. In the following report Willy has
written a very personal view of this day.

The work is done; PhD defence
of Willy Minkes

September 13 2005 will remain in my
memory as 'Liberation Day', which came after
seven long years of research. The research had
concerned archaeological textiles found in the
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extreme south of Peru. There, | had spent three
fieldwork campaigns in the coastal desert and
in the Andean mountains. The lure had been to
work in this magical country, plus the thousand
year old textiles themselves, related to the
Tiwanaku culture from the highlands and the
Chiribaya culture from the coast. The drag was
those countless days spent with my faithful
companion, the computer, and the solitude due
to the absence of co-workers on this project.
Would | do it again? Definitely not. Do | regret
the years? Nope. Peru proved to be my
mysterious source of inspiration again and
again, as a result | managed to transform the
drag and solitude into a positive flow of energy
by being trained to become a masseuse and
regression-therapist.

Willy Minkes (left, sitting down) defending her
thesis

So what remained was the memory of those
long boring years of desk work, and that
formed the incentive of Liberation Day. | had
not been looking forward to that
Question&Answer-puppet  show of the
defence, but it had to be done. The questions
did not baffle me, nor did my nerves, and
before | knew it, it was over. One more ordeal
to go, shaking the hands of dozens of people
standing in line, politely waiting for their turn.
Can things not be a little less stiff in the
academic world?

Nonetheless, all the smiles, hugs and kisses
given to me had their effect: | was starting to
feel really very special and radiating with joy.
And best was yet to come: my party! Friends
gathered at the last remaining farm within
Amsterdam's territory, saved by squatters and
now waiting for its restoration next year. As
the weather gods were on my side, we could
eat on long tables in the gardens and when the
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chill set in, people could warm up around a big
fire under the trees, or by drumming the
djembees or on the dance floor inside the
farm. And finally, the moment arrived that |
had long been waiting for... The papers with
photos and drawings that had covered my
walls for the past two years, were brought
outside. | put all my frustrations of the past
years into the papers and threw them into the
flames. The absolute moment of Liberation,
and a beautiful bonfire it made too.

The Bonfire!

So, what since then? | am working as a
massage-therapist in Amsterdam and hopefully
so in Spain next year. No books or textiles for
me for a while! Nonetheless, interesting topics
lie in Peru to be studied. Intriguing figures on

textiles and other ancient material seem to
relate to shamanistic rituals of human

transformation into animals and gods, similar
to the rituals still performed by Amazon tribes.

Would it not be fascinating to bring those two

together and let the mysterious figures explain
themselves through their descendants?

*kkkk

Current Ph.D. Students

The TRC is involved in supervising and helping
a number of students working on textile and
dress related subjects. Students currently
working on their theses include:

A. Janssen (Leiden University): a thesis
about Moroccan Arab dress

Z. Rouhfar (Leiden University, but based in
Tehran): a thesis concerned with the
technical classification of Safavid textiles
from Iran.
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STUDENT RESEARCH
Various projects were conducted in 2004 by
Leiden University students working with the
TRC.

Ecuadorian Dress Project
Sana Lopez Abellan,
Department of Anthropology,
Leiden University.

The Ecuadorian Dress Project was started in
2004 as part of my anthropology studies;
specialising in Latin America (see the TRC
Annual Report, 2004). Following my first
fieldwork in Ecuador in 2003 | went back in the
summer of 2004 and stayed there until late
December 2004. One of my responsibilities
was to make a collection of Ecuadorian dress.
In fact, | acquired over 30 items, ranging from
ponchos to wool spindles. This collection
includes a range of garments worn by men and
women from the region of of Sablog (nine
communities in the Guamote area). | acquired
these items on the Thursday market in
Guamote and in the community of Sablog San
Isidro itself, where | was based. This collection
includes complete outfits for an elderly lady, a
middle-aged woman, a single woman, a boy
and a girl, and an older man.

Since my return | have been busy arranging the
Ecuadorian collection. All of these garments
and accessories have now been catalogued,
photographed and stored. The next step is to
compile a detailed catalogue of all these items.

Many of the garments in this collection are
featured in my MA thesis, which is on the
theme of Ecuadorian dress and identity. Not
surprisingly much of 2005 has been spent
writing this thesis, but | hope to return to
working on the catalogue in 2006 with the aim
of finishing it by the end of the year.

*kkkk

The Zanzibar Dress Project
Marloes van der Bijl,
Department of African Studies,

Leiden University

During 2004 the collected garments from
Zanzibar were photographed and numbered.
Each item has been described, categorized and
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finally stored. This year, special attention was
paid to part of the collection: thkangas.
These are large textiles with printed designs,
which include a proverb (see the TRC's
Annual Report for 2004). The proverbs have
been analyzed and thkangds have been
divided in groups based on the messages.

A paper is currently being written as part of
my research aboutangas. It will form the
basis for an article that will be finished and
published in 2006. Furthermore, plans are
being made to create a small exhibition for the
National Museum of Ethnology, Leiden on the
same theme.

A group of women at the New Year's festival,
Makunduchi, Zanzibar. They are all wearing
kangagMarloes van der Bijl, July 2004).

*kkkk

Tineke and 2005
Tineke Rooijakkers
Department of Archaeology,
Leiden University

This year | have continued my general
activities at the TRC. Gillian and | have
finished cataloguing the Josephine Kane
collection. It contains some truly magnificent
pieces of clothing. Being in charge of the
Syrian/Palestinian collection, | was off course
especially happy with the Syrian and
Palestinian dresses, and hope to study them a
further in the coming year.

During 2005 | was also helping Marloes with
the library. In particular | was helping to
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digitalizing the catalogue. As the library is
increasing rapidly this job is going to take
some time!

I have also been carrying out further research
on the textile scenes depicted in some of the
ancient Egyptian tombs at Beni Hasan (see
TRC Annual Report 2004The wall paintings
date to the Middle Kingdom (c. 2030-1640
BC) and show people spinning, weaving and
washing cloth (men's work!). As noted earlier
in this report, Tom Forrester very kindly made
me reconstructions of Middle Kingdom
spindles, based on Egyptian drawings and
pictures from objects in museums. Shortly |
hope to conduct some more spinning
experiments using these spindles. My two
main objectives will be to test, based on the
Beni Hasan paintings, (a) how the splicing of
flax was carried out, and (b) how the Ancient
Egyptians managed to spin with two spindles
at the same time. article on this work has
recently been published in techaeological
Textiles NewslettefATN, 41, 2005:2-12).

In September | was accepted into the Research
Master track of archaeology at Leiden
University. Due to the increased amount of
time | have to spend on my studies | have,
unfortunately, had to cut back some of my
duties at the TRC. | am sure however that |
will be able to resume all of these in the more
quiet periods. In addition, the TRC is starting a
course on basic textiles and dress identification
that | will be attending. As | am specializing in
textile archaeology, this course will be
invaluable and | am really looking forward to
it.

Tom Forrester’s ancient Egyptian style spindles

*kkkk
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The Study Group: Fashion and
Non-Western Clothing Traditions
Marloes van der Bijl

The study group has held monthly meetings
since it was founded one and half year ago.
The aims of the study group are: (a) to
brainstorm on fashion theory in non-western
clothing styles; (b) to discuss research and
exchange experiences; (¢) to compare the
different areas of research; (d) to extend
networks and, (e) to share literature and other
relevant information on the topic.

The study group was set up to stimulate

scientific research on fashion in non-western
clothing styles and the members meet once a
month. Since the beginning of 2005 the

website of the study group has been on-line,
featuring book reports, meeting reports,

relevant literature, websites, conferences,
exhibitions, etc. For further information please

go see:

www.nonwesternfashion.com

The current members of the study group are:
Angela Jansen, Tamara Schoon, Inge
Geijteman, Sana Lopez Abellan, Marloes van
der Bijl. Recently, two of our members are
abroad for fieldwork: Inge in Ghana, carrying
out research on Adinkra textiles and Angela,
who is continuing her PhD. research on
contemporary Moroccan urban dress. She will
be in Morocco for one year.

During 2005 we welcomed a new member:
Malika Kraamer, who has just been awarded a
PhD. from the University of London, SOAS
(School of Oriental and African Studies) for
her research on textiles in the eastern part of
Ghana and southern Togo. Malika has also
recently won a scholarship form the Study of
World Arts Department, University of
Norwich. She will be there for several months
in 2006 working on a publication and
lecturing.

*kkkk
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LECTURES

Throughout the year members of the TRC have
given talks and lectures on various aspects of
the dress and the TRC'’s collection.

Archaeological Textiles
(January, 2005, Leiden University)

At the end of January 2005 Dr. Vogelsang,
assisted by Tineke Rooijakkers, gave a series
of lectures and practical demonstrations about
textiles to the first year students from the
Department  of  Archaeology, Leiden
University. Because the group was so large
(over 90 students), it had to be divided into
three groups (30 students per group), and
repeated three times over a two day period.
The subjects covered ranged from the basics of
hand spinning to a case study in textile
archaeology, namely the textiles and garments
from the tomb of Tutankhamun. This course
will be repeated in 2006 to the new intact of
students.

K*kkkk

Ihram lecture
(27" January 2005;
National Museum of Ethnology, Leiden)

Timed to coincide with the Hajj exhibition at
the RMV, Dr. Gillian Vogelsang-Eastwood
gave a lecture on ihram dress to the general
public at the Museum. The lecture was
followed by a visit to the exhibition.

*kkkk

Veiling lectures

Throughout 2005 lectures on the history of
veiling and face veils have been given to
numerous groups, both in Leiden and abroad.
These lectures were for an enthusiastic art
group from The Hague {4February); one for
the National Museum of Ethnology, Leiden
(16" January); a group of fashion students
from Rotterdam (23 February); a group of
Leiden students who were going to Turkey for
a fieldtrip and who wished specifically to
know about Turkish veiling (f5June), and the
Vereniging van echtgenotes en partners van
Hoogleraren aan de Universiteit LeidéBociety



Textile Research Centre: Annual Report 2005

for the wives and partners of professors of
Leiden University) on the 20ctober.

In addition, a half-day workshop call&&hind
and Beyond the Veilabout veiling past and
present was organised by the Southampton
Ancient Egypt Society. This took place on the
21* May, 2005. It had been intended to be a joint
workshop led by Dr. Lloyd Llewellyn-Jones,
Edinburgh  University, and Dr. Gillian
Vogelsang-Eastwood, but due to unavoidable
circumstances Dr. Llewellyn-Jones was unable
to attend. The programme had to be changed
with more attention being focussed on the
various types of veils and face veils, with an
extended demonstration. Judging from the
number of questions and the very lively
discussion the audience was not disappointed.

The year ended with a series of six, two hour
sessions on the history of veils and face veils
organised by the HOVO (Higher Education for
Mature Students), Leiden University. The course
was presented by Dr. Gillian Vogelsang-
Eastwood. The themes covered included the
range of veils and face veils worn in Classical
Greece; the Maghreb; Egypt and the Levant; the
Ottoman Empire; the Arabian Peninsula; the
Iranian World and finally, Afghanistan and
Central Asia.

*kkkk

Museum School, RMV
(4" October; National Museum
of Ethnology, Leiden)

As part of the RMV’s master's programme on
Museum studies, the TRC presented a lecture on
the 4" October, on the theme What is Dress?
The lecture looked at the role of clothing within
society and how dress can be presented within a
museum context.

*kkkk
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Clothing for the military
Willem Vogelsang
Curator Southwest and Central Asia, National
Museum of Ethnology (RMV), Leiden

In recent years | have often been asked to help
the military in preparing for their work in
Afghanistan. Talking about the country and
showing some powerpoint pictures is one thing,
but 1 have discovered that people really
appreciate seeing some typical Afghan garments
and sometimes even trying them on. In this way
I not only prepared Dutch marines and others for
their work, but in July and September | also
went to Germany to discuss and lecture the
(British led) Allied Rapid Reaction Corps that in
May 2006 will take over command of all NATO
forces in Afghanistan. Having the senior officers
walking around in a burga is more than just a
joke to enliven the lecture, it also confronts the
officers with some direct feelings and emotions
that Afghan women must have when wearing
this garment. Needless to say, the garments were
borrowed from the TRC. Being a museum
curator myself, | must admit that | would never
be able to take garments from the museum’s
collection to show at public meetings; the TRC
however has built up an extensive collection
with the clear intention of using the objects
instead of having them collecting dust in store
rooms. | am jealous.
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Islamic Art History
(March; Leiden University)

In March two lectures were given by Dr.
Vogelsang-Eastwood on the theme of Islamic
textiles and Islamic dress for students of Leiden
University’'s course on Islamic art history.
Subjects covered including tiraz textiles (textiles
with inscriptions); the medieval trade in textiles;
the medieval concept of clothing and clothing
regulations; textiles and clothing around the Hajj
(namely, theKiswah and ihram clothing), as
well as different aspects of veiling.

*kkkk
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In-house training course (fibre identification),
using two of the recently acquired microscopes fsd®; February 2006)

The Stichting will be happy to answer any questionghich readers may have about our
work. In addition, gifts of clothing, books and visial material are always welcome! Anyone
wishing to help financially or take part in the acivities of the Stichting should contact us
at:

Stichting Textile Research Centre, Postbox 212, 2BA\E Leiden, The Netherlands.

Tel. +31 (0)71-5168767 or +31 (0)71-5418442; fa@1+0)71-5418442
Giro Bank account no: 2982359
ING Bank account no: 651275849

textile@rmv.nl
www.texdress.nl
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