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TEXTILE RESEARCH CENTRE
LEIDEN

CHAIRMAN 'S COMMENTS

Once again, over the year 2008, TRC
reports an ever growing number of
activities and projects. The Board is deeply
grateful fa the indefatigable devotion and
zeal of Dr Gillian Vogelsangastwood,

her students, associates and volunteers,

working against nearly impossible odds:
lack of adequate budget and depot
capacity, as well as pressure of time.

This summer (July 2009) TR will
move to a modest honimse, at
Hogewoerd 164 in Leiden. This will be a
dedsive factor for further growth.

Therefore, we proudly present this
annual report to all the persons and
institutions supporting TRC. TRC is still
going strong.. Now that isas finally found
a firm foothold for expansion, TRC looks
to the future not only with its usual
stubborn determination, but alsith new
confidence.

* kkkk

BREAKING NEWS!

As seen from the
while writing this report the Board of the
TRC decided that the TRC was in a
position to move to larger premises. The
intended venue is the Hogewoerd 164,
Leiden, which will provide the opportunity
to hold exhibitions, lecture room, library,
depots, exhibition preparation space, as
well as a shop. Interesting days ahead.

*kkkk
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Chair

THE STICHTING TEXTILE
RESEARCHCENTRE, LEIDEN

The Stichting ("Foundation”) Textile Research
Centre was established in 1991 with the stated
aim of supporting the academic research of
archaeological and anthropological textiles and
dress. The most impant part of our work is the
building up and study of a textile and dress
collection. These garments are available for
research and exhibition purposes.

The Board
The board is currently made up of the following
people

fiChairmanDr. L. Leertouwer

fITreasuer: Dr. R. Bedaux,

fSecretaryDr. K. Innemée

fiDirector:Dr. G.M. Vogelsang

iGeneral members:Dr. Ruth Barnes,
Ashmokan Museum, Oxford; Prof. J. Bintliff,
Dept. of Archaeology, Leiden Universityrs.
V. DrabbeandMrs. A. Rosebeek

Retiring Board Memérs

Mr. N. Dia, Den Haag, announced his retirement
from the Board. A word of thanks to Mr. Dia for
all his help over the years.

International Advisory Board

Because of the current rate of expansion the
TRC has decided to form an International
A[H\ﬂser? Boad.” Seeraf &5p|§ ‘have already
been approached about serving on this board and
have expressed their interest in doing Baese
include Carol Ber (Berkeley, CA, Prof. J.
Eicher,University of Minnesota, USAProf. M.
Hahn, Leeds University, Englarahd Dr. John
Peter Wild, Manchester, England

Permanent staff

Dr. Gillian Vogelsangzastwood continues as
the director of thétichting.She is a specialist in
Near Eastern textiles and dress. In addition, there
are a number of other staff members who are
heping with the collection, namely, Mrs.
Pauline Srilde-Huckriede and Mrs. Riet van de
Velde. Their work includes cataloguing and
maintaining all of the collectionn particular,
Mrs. Snilde is working on the Iraniaand Dutch
collectiors, while Mrs. van dé&/elde isworking
with the Dutch andhe Balkancollections They

are helped at regular intervals by Mrs. Angela
Driessende Laat, Leidschendamand Mrs.
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Ulrike HalbertsmeHerold, Huis ter Heide.
Ulrike has a particular interest in Mongolian
textiles and dess.

*kk

THE LIBRARY

Over the years the TRC has built up a collection
of over 1000 books relating to textiles and dress.
However, due to a lack of a librarian many of
these books remained uncatalogued. This
situation changed in 2008 with the additioh
Anne Beerendo the staff. She has/olunteeed

to takeresponsibility forthe cataloguing of the
books and the building up of the library in
general.

kkkkk

LITERALLY A WORLD OF DRESS

Because of the increasederest in the work of
the TRC it wasdecided during the February
2004 Board Meeting of the TRC, that the TRC
would encourage the study of dress from
throughout the worldwhile continuing our
specialisation inMiddle Eastern dress. The
importance of this aspect of the collection is
reflectedin the number of projects that have a
Middle Eastern theme, such as the Saudi
Arabian dress projecthe Coptic liturgical and
monastic dress project and the Zanzilkariga
project

In 206t he oOworl dé si de
was increased withthe decision to include
Dutch regional dress (see below). Currently
there is a discussion within Dutch museums
whether ethnographic museums should include
Western as well as ndiVestern cultures. Is it
acceptable to only study the cultures of others,
without looking at our own cultural
background as well? At the TRC we are firmly
of the belief that artificiaboundariedbetween
various cultureshould be ignored. As people
travel around the world so do clothing ideas,
t herefore, not to | ook
culture, just because it is based in the West,
seems an outdated approach.

*kkkk

THE NATIONAL MUSEUM OF
ETHNOLOGY, LEIDEN
(VOLKENKUNDE MUSEUM)

The TRC would like to thank thBluseumfor
their continual support of the TRC's activities.
Without this spport we would not be able to
carry out the wide range of academic and
general projects that are currently being
undertaken. A particular word of thanks should
go to Dr. Steven Engelsman (Director), and
Prof. Matthi Forrer, the head of research at the
museim.

A NEwW HOME FOR THE TRC

As many people will know,hie TRChas been
growing rapidly over the last few years, both
with respect to the demands on its resources
and the dress collection (see below). As a
result the TRC Board and others have been
actively looking for new accommodation.
Various buildings have been looked at and the
TRC is now actively working on finding
sponsorship in order to finance the move.

*

www.texdress.nl

The Stichtind s ?ebwww texdress.nl is

up fand furthifig arﬁ‘d(i’s ude®t6 darryQnformation
about the TRC including its aims, annual
reports, donation information, and short items of
current interest. So far we have had thousands of

6hits. 6 Visitors come fr ol
world. We are now working on various
proposals for digital e X hi
website(see below).
*kkkk

at |NTEBNASIONAL YISTQR$nt ry and
2008 saw various visitors to the TR@cluding
Sonia Chim, Harvard University, USAwho
came especiallyto Leidéano s ee t he TRCH

and face veil collection.

Sonia Chinnis working on a MA-thesison
the role of Muslim womenln addition, she
presented her findings at the annual American
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Textile Society meeting, which was held in
Hawaii in September 2008Ms Chnn has
written a short report of her visit, which is given
below.

*

Sonia Chinn
Harvard University

| am a Harvard pogjraduate student in the
Russian, Eastern European and Central Asian
Regional Studies program. Last year, after
reading an article onhe Textile Research
Centre in the Textile Society of America
newsletter, | contacted the director, Gillian
Vogelsangeastwood, to discuss the possibility
of a research project. In January 2008, |
travelled to Leiden to digitally document the
TRCO s if callecon whech resulted in a
present at iMastim FacetVeilt The d
Beauty of Conceaédtitheg
Textile Soci et { Bianiial
Symposium, in Honolulu, Hawaii, September
2008. The accessible resources at the TRC
allowed me to discuss the diversity of Muslim
face veils across time and space.

My research interests include the rabé
Central Asian dress and textiles in the
revitalization of ethnic identity in Po8oviet
Central Asian societies. T h e
exceptional esources will facilitate my future
research. | also plan to participate in TRC
course offerings and to become an active
contributor to its projects. | regard the TRC as
a gem for scholars and enthusiasts in the
international textile community.

*

Prof. Anne Morrell,
Manchester, England

Prof. Anne Morrell came in May 2008 for a
week to work with QudsiaZohab, a trainee
from the National Museum, Kabul,
Afghanistan. Prof. Morrell helped Qudsia with
the identification of embroidery stitches,
working with embroidery, how to display
embroidery, and so forth.

During the week Prof. Morrell also gave
two public talks, one on the identification and
migration of embroidery stitches, the second
onthe CalicoMuseum, AlmedabadIndia(see
below).

t he
Amer i

Prof. Anne Morell, Manchester, England
fi
Beauti ful o

caols 11
éRANTS ANDDONATIONS

2008 has seen severabhmeal and anonymous
donations.In particular the TRC would like to
thank Virginia Drabbe for her help with the
purchase of a complete Scheveningen outfit for
a woman (see below).

T R C & g Various anonymous donations meainéat it

was possible in 2008 to purchase complete
outfits for an Urk man and woman, as well as
outfits for a man and woman fronthe
Groningen regiolfsee below)

*kkkk

THE TRCIs AN ANBI

The TRC isregistered with the Dutchax
authorities as an ANBI (Algemeen Nut
Beogende Instellilg This means that it is
possible to make donations the TRC and
declare it on income tax forms.

In addition, if a person wishes to make a
donation on an annual basis for five years, then
part of this amount is also tadedudible. For
more information about ANBI donations,
please go ttheDutch tax website at:

http://www.belastingdienst.nl/particulier/gift
enfiften.html#P0_Q

Several people have already organised or
indicated that they are going &mrangesuch a


http://www.belastingdienst.nl/particulier/giften/giften.html#P0_0
http://www.belastingdienst.nl/particulier/giften/giften.html#P0_0
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donation for the TRC It is necessary to
organise this via the TR&Csolicitors fiotaris),
namely, Roes and De Vrie®ostbus 11290,
2301 EG Leidm, tel: 07125233636; email:
info@roesendevries.nl

kkkkk

APPEALS
During 2008 there were two appeals for help
with acquiring items of dress for the TRC
collection and activities. The first appeal was
for Afghandress, the second was for help with
the purchase of a Scheveningen outfit for a
woman. Both appeals proved very successful.

*

Afghan Dress Appeal

At the end of 2007 and beginning of 2008 an
appeal went out to raise money to purchase
Afghan dress and emtidery in Kabul. Gifts
from various people came idanuary and
February In addition, CNWS, Leiden
University contributed towards the amount
needed as part of the training of an Afghan
student who was with us at that time (see
below). As a result we werédle to purchase a
large collection of traditional and modern
garments reflecting the dress of various ethnic
groups living in Afghanistan. These and other
garments were on display in the Volkenkunde
Museum, Leiden in March 2008 (see below)
and some were Bd as part of a digital
exhibition about Afghan embroidery, which
can be found on the

*

Scheveningerw 0 ma ouifis

In September 2008he TRC was offered a
compl et e Scheveningen
Scheveningen is a fishing village that lies o
the North Sea coast very close The Hague
andtherefore alsalose to Leiden. Until then
the TRC6s Dutch
not include a Scheveningen outfgo it was
seen as essential to purchase this outfit. An
appeal was launched ieaty Septemberand
thanks to a generous donation by Mrs. V.
Drabbe,within a few weeks wevere able to
acquirethe outfit.

*kkkkx

TR

region

ACQUISITIONS, PURCHASES AND
GIFTS OF GARMENTS

2008 started quietly with respect to acdiosss,
but that quickly changed, athet TRC was
involved in various major projects, including a
prayer bead conference, an Afghan dress
exhibition and the start of a sari collection.
January 2008 saw the arrival of a most
unusual object, a
given by Mrs. T. van DijkCorstens,
Oegstgeestlt is about4 metres long and 30 cm.
wi de and was wused to
different types of stitching, fastenings, and
decorative features on clothing, etc. It was made

by a member of Mrs. wvan
January also sawhe arrival of a Buddhist
nunos out fit from Nepal

Volkenkunde Museum was the host sgfveral
Nepalinuns who stayed for a week. During this
time it was agreed that the TRC would acquire a
nu n 6utfit from themin return for a donation
to th e n oond@steryin Nepa) which was

agreed to with great pleasure.

The Buddhist nuns atayerivork in the
Volkenkunde Museum, Leiden

TheVoatfit arfivedsin 2008Uaftef the nuns had
finished their tour of Europe.

Shortly afterwards the TRC was givem
collection of Asian headgear by R. van der Poel,
Belden.dThe§ 8otne ffom INEpBICTibét, 0Chinad i d
Mongolia as well as India.

In February we were given a collection of
lace for the lace identification section. These
were kindly donated by Nian Hove L eiden.At
the same time, as part of expanding the lace
collection the TRC acquired a small collection
of lace bobbins from various European
countries.

6sampl e

show
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At the beginning of March 2008 the TRC
purchased a small collection of Dutch lace caps.
These included Fries dBrabant typed.ater in
the year more lace caps were added to the
collection including items fronthe Groningen
region Leeuwarderand Twente. In particular
we should mention Mrs. M. Steghuis,
Zuidwolde, who very kindly gave us some caps
worn by her aun from Almelo, and the
Leeuwarden Museum, who donated some caps
and other items of Dutch regional dress to help
build up the TRC collection. The Almelo and
Leeuwarden items were given on the same day,
which made it a very memorable moment!

We were also gien a collection of lace caps
from Zuid-Beveland by Mrs. A. BgeerGeukes,
Barendrecht Mrs. Begeer has been a long
standing supporter of the TRC and we greatly
appreciate her thoughtfulness and kindness.

Other items of Dutch regional dress acquired
in 2008 included items from Scheveningen,
Staphorst, Urk, Volendam, and West Friesland.
A long standing project of the TRC is its work
within the field of veils and veiling, So it was
with great pleasure that we were given a
collection of late 19, early 28 century Dutch

'r\.pq,y‘ -l
dst‘\?‘ ol

Sabina learning to weave in the Chihuahua
manner (2007; photograph by courtesy of S.
Aguilera)

A colourful addition to the TRC collection was a
small collection of Chihuahua dress from
northern Mexico. These were purchased in
Mexico by a TRC studen§abina Aguilerawho
was studying in the region at the time.

Throughout the year the
prayer beads has been increased by donations
X _ _ and purchases. These included Korean shaman
mourning veils from the Groningen area. '_Fhese prayer beads, a range of Buddhist beadsf
were donated bySytze and Hyke Pilat Mongolia, China, Nepal: Sikh prayer beads from
Kostuummuseum nbe Go?hﬁ{;,é‘swell'a?@a%hem&rosari@ne of the
Noordhorn. more unusual examples was purchased in Sicily
and is made from lava from Mt. Etna.

Another section of the TRC collection that
was expanded was its Afghan diolgs. This
section was increased by various outfits,
individual garments, headgear, footwear, as well
as embroideries of various typéehese items
have been acquired from various sources
including AWamNGO basddinHopeo
Kabul.

As part of theaesearch for a lecture on fezzes
and tarbushes (see below), various examples of
this type of headgear were acquired throughout
the year. These included Turkish, Arab,

Some embroidery printing blocks from European and American forms. .
Ahmedabadndia now in the TRC collection Finally, as part of builoc
(photograph byichael Pollard; TRC collection for an exhibition to be held in 2010,
2008.0355 and TRC 2008.0356) numerous saris were acquired in 2008. Some of

these were purchased, others were donated. We

In August 2008 Prof. Anne Morrell, Manchester, would like to thank all those who donated saris,

very kindly gave the TRC some small, wooden nNotably H. 6t Hart, for th
blocks used to make embroidery designs in
India. In addition she donated some pieces of
Indian embroidery and shisha glass used to
decorate clothing.

*kkkk
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COURSESAND WORKSHOPS

Variouscourses and workshops were presented
by the TRC in 2008. Some of these took the
form of inrhouse training, while others were
open to the general public.

*

Training of Afghan students

The TRC was asked by Dr. Massoudi, the
director of museums in Afghastan to help
with the training of Afghan students in the
collection, cataloguing and care of Afghan
textiles and dress. The first stude@udsia
Zohab,came tahe TRC in 200And stayed in
Leiden for one year. She was giveaurses,
among others, in téke identification (fibres,

spin, dyes, weaves, decoration) and basic dress

forms; making a dress collection; cataloguing
and caring for such a collection, and basic
coll ection

Prayer Bead Workshop
26-27" March 2008

A two-part workshop on prayer beads was held
at Leiden University in March 2008. It was
jointly organised by th& RC and the Research
School of Asian, African andAmerindian
Studies, Leiden University

On the first day, there was a practical
workshop onhow to make variosl types of
rosaries. The workshop was run by Chris
Laning, who is a specialist in rosaries and their
history.

The second part of the workshop was a full
day of talks and discussions concerniting
history and role of prayer beads in different
cultures anccommunities The following talks
were given: Dr. Ellen Raven (Leiden
University) on the use and appearance of
prayer beads in early Hindu iconography. This
talk was followed by Dr. Henk Blezer (Leiden
University) on the use of Tibetan Buddhist
prayer beasl over the last 100 years and how
their appearance and function has changed.
The next speaker was Prof. Boudewijn
Walraven (Leiden University), whose paper
was on Korean shaman prayer beads.
Unfortunately Prof. Walraven could not be

present so his paper windly read by Allard
Olof.

An appliqué&hangkadepicting Chenrezig, the

O0housekeepi mgtrofand protector of Tibet. He is holding a

white mala(prayer beads)n his upper, right
hand (TRC 2007.1162).

This lecture was followed by Chris Laning
(USA) on Roman Cholic prayer beads and
the main types, namely paternosters, chaplets
and rosaries and their history. The final talk of
the morning was given by José van Santen and
was a discussion about the role tagbirwol
Islamic sufi prayer beads, in North Cameroon.

The afternoon session included a talk from
Dr. Nico Arte, Eindhoven, about various
prayer beads that were recorded from medieval
and postmedieval sites in the Dutch city of
Eindhoven.A controversial and very different
talk was given byDr. Anneke Mooi(Leiden
University) on Protestant attitudetowards
prayer beads. The talk was funny, pithgd
very O6éanti é6 the wuse
Protestant community. It was very useful
having avery different point of view.

Mooi 6s tal k
Andreas Marks on Japanese Buddhist prayer
beads. SadlyAndreas Markswas unable to
come but hispaper was read by Arendie
Herwig-Kempers.

After a break papers were given Dr.
Karel Innemee (Leiden University) on
Orthodox prayer beadswith an enphasis on
the Coptic world He was followed byMr.
Yusuf Alan onmodern Islamic prayer beads,

of

wa per ffoml | owed
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with particular reference to the Turkish
tradition, and Dr. Gillian VogelsarAgastwood
(TRC, Leiden), on modern neasonformist
prayer beads (NeBagan, Ecepiritual, and so
forth). The afternoon was rounded off with
drinks for those who wished.

All'in all it was a very interestingathering
which caused many people to reflect on how
understated, but important the role of prayer
beads are within the religious argpiritual
lives of people through out the world.

kkhkkk

EXHIBITIONS AND DISPLAYS

During 20B the TRC was involved in a
number of displays and exhibitions on the
theme of dress.Emphasis was placed on
producing digital exhibitions in order to reach
a wider audience.

Pashtun grments in the Afghan dress
exhibition, Volkenkunde Museungiden

*

Afghan dress exhibition,
Volkenkunde Museum, Leiden,
March 2008

The theme of the 2008 Neuz (New Year
Festival) TRC display in the Volkenkunde
Museum, Leiden, wasNew Clothes for the
New YearWewantedto show Afghan dress at
its bes. Sothe display include both festival
and daily garments and jewellery for men,
women and children from all the main groups
including Baluch, Hazara,Nuristan, Pashun,
Tajik, andTurkmenitems This exhibition was
increased in size from previous yedrg the
inclusion of a collecti
caps from various regions of Afghanistan.

A

Many of the garments were collected by
various Af ghan/ NGO WO me n
Kabul, so helping the local communities
directly. In particular, garments are being made
and organised byWomen of Hopeunder the
direction of  Mrs. Betsy Beamon
e e , > 5 (www.womenofhopeproject.oyg
74 7 7 CER
BB Sie Pt L e T The basic exhibition was designed by
| Qudsia Zohab (with a little help from the TRC
staff), as part of her thouse training in
Various caps on display in the Afghan dress  collection and exhibition management.
exhibition, Volkenkunde Museum, Leiden

*kkkkk
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Digital E xhibitions

There are now a number of digital exhibitions

on the TRC website including:Afghan
embroidery which looks at the main types of
embroidery to be found in Afghanistan. The
exhibition was created by Qudsia Zohab,
Kabul, Afghanistan, as part of h&aining in
Leiden. In addition, she made a sn@liject of

the Monthexhibition about quls the beaded

or embroi der ed di scs 0
clothing.

v)

Jewish and Christian amulets with blue and
white evil eye pendant3RC 2008.30&nd TRC
2008.315

Shortly there will also be one dBadla a
form of metal thread embroidery to be found in
India, Iran and the Middle East. This
exhibition was created with the help of Prof.
Anne Morrell, ManchesteEngland.

It is the intention to increase the number of
digital exhibitions in 2009 in order to create a

A digital mus eum, based o]
i collection.
A Coptic monk wearing a characteristic hood _
with 1 large and 12 small crosses, representing Object of the Month
Christ and the 12 apostléphotograph by _ _
courtesy of K. Innemee) There is now a section cal

Mont ho on the Tdh@nes websit

Dr. Karel Innemee was the force behind the Suggestseach month an object is chosen to be
digital exhibition on Coptic monastic dress described in detail with information about its

which looks at the main types of clothing worn  historical and social background.
by monks within the Coptic Christian

community in Egypt.Many of the garments Fekdkk
were collected by Dr. Innemee for the TRC
* Loans
Evil eye amuletss a small exhibition on the Various 19 century Iranian garments from the

role of an amulet in the form of a blue and TRC collection were lent to the Twentsewelle

white eye that can be found throughout the ~Museum, Ensaite, for their exhibition on quilts
Middle East literally from Turkey to Central and quilting. Theexhibition ran from the 22
Asia. Tre clogs on the front cover of this  April until October 2008

report were found in Paris, France, and are
actually a pair of Dutch clogs that have been
6convertedd into an evil eye amulet by painting
them with blue and white eyes

*kkkk
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PUBLICATIONS

An important part of the work of the TRC is to
help stimulate the publication of textiles and
dress. The TRC aims to produeerange of
books and articles that reflect the interests and
needs of differerudiences.

Various books have appeared over the last
year including a catalogue to the Dutch lace cap
exhibition held at the city hall, Leiden (2007/8).
This catalogue is ifEnglish and Dutch. Copies
are availablefom t he TRC and
postage.

*

Covering the Moon: A Introduction to
Middle Eastern Face Veils

COVERING THE MOON

Aut dsersduecston m Midelly Esterm Face Vil

Elluds Tovimner

2008 saw the publication of Gillian Vogelsang
East wood and
history and range of face veils worn in the
Middle East. Face veils included in this volume
include items from North Africa, Egypt, Arabian
Peninsula, Turkey, Irag, Iran, as well as
Afghanistan and Central Asia. So the term

1C

Will em Vogel sang6s

AMi ddl e Easterno shoul d
world. The book is copiolsillustrated with full
colour illustrations. Many of the objects
illustrated come from the TRC collection and
refl ect t h e-obstgsionevdth this 6 s
subject.

The book costs (078
Peet er 0 ltp/lwew peatardeuven.be

b €

mi

and i

Studies in Textile and Costume History

£r@ fodrth bock h th® TREBril seriestudies

in Textile and Costume Hisl, came out in
2006. The book is calledTextile Messages:
Inscribed Fabrics from Roman to Abbasid Egypt
(Leiden, 2006). It is edited by C. Fluck and G.
Helmecke Textile Messagds a series of papers
given at a conference Berlin in January 2003.
The theme of the conference was textiles with
written messages.

The fifth book planned for the series is about
Etruscan textiles fronWerucchio, Italy.Further
information about this series can be found at:

http://www. brill.nl/default.aspx?partid=10&pid=7
530

Khil’a

Khil'a is an academic journal for the study of
dress and textiles in the Islamic World. The
journal is published by the oriental publishers,
Peeters of Louvain, Belgiuntt is produced in
co-operation with the TRC and RMV.

KHIL A

OF tHE [soex

wor k on the
Thearticles in tle seconekdition coveeda wide
range of subjects includingkangas from
Zanzibar (M. van der Bijl); textiles and the VOC
in Yemen (J. Browers, part two); Safavid silks
from Iran (Zoha Rofer); Iranian silks found in


http://www.peeters-leuven.be/
http://www.brill.nl/default.aspx?partid=10&pid=7530
http://www.brill.nl/default.aspx?partid=10&pid=7530
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the CaucasugZvezdana Dode)a 19" century
Copticp r i ¢usid idtee National Museum of
Edinburgh Ulrike alKhamig ; t he
outfit, being an example of a Saudi Arabian
khil'a from the 1950s(H. Seidler and G.M.
Vogelsangeastwood) and thepakul from
Afghanistan (Wllem Vogelsang). In addition,
there was information about some current
publications relevant to the theme of the journal.

Articles for the third issue of Khilaovera
wide variety of subjects includinAfghan
dress in the early %entury; the nature of
khila; fezzes and tarbushé&mani trousers;
hijab; the kaffiyeh, and the laws of
differentiation in Islamic dress codes.

Further informatiorabout this series can be
found at:http://poj.peeters
leuven.be/content.php?url=journal&journal co
de=KH

*

Berg Encyclopaedia of World Dress and
Fashion

Berg, Oxford, is welkknown for its publicatios

of books about textilesiress and fashion. It has
initiated anmonumental project entitie@erg
Encyclomedia of World Dress and
FashionThe series will include tervolumes
dedicated to the study of world dress and
fashion. The editein-chief of the encyclopaedia
is Dr. Joanne ieher, Minnesota University,
USA. Dr. Gillian Vogelsangzastwood has been
asked to be editor of volume 5, Central Asian
and SouthWest Asian dress. Thencyclopaedia
will cover dress in Turkey, the Eastern
Mediterranean, Sinai, Arabian Peninsula, Iranian
Plateau, Afghanistan and Central Asia. The
publication date is expected to be 2010.

Many of the garments in the TRC collection
will also be used within this volume of the
encyclopaedia.

One of theinitial ideas of the TRC was to
publish an encyclopaedia dfliddle Eastern
dress, so the opportunity to work with this
project means the fulfilment of this long
standing ambition and reorganisation of the
TRC6s work about and
the region.

For further information about this series,
please cotact:EncyDress@bergpublishers.com

*kkkk

11

TRC PROJECTS

d e Pukirlg 200tife TRC waisvolved in a number

of projects, which includk (in alphabetical
order):

DUTCH REGIONAL DRESS

At the end of 2006he TRC made the decision
to build up a Dutch regional dress collection.
In order to achieve this aim we started different
activities, namely, making contact with people
who could help usvith the creation of such a
collection, either because they dan abou
regional dress and/or theyvea collection of
their own andare willing to donate or sell
items to the TRC. We also started to collect
books and articles on the subject; visit various
museums in order to talk with curators and
other people actively w&mng with Dutch
regional dress and to see how they displayed
such garments. And finally, we visited and
talked with people in historic and folklore
groups who are keeping the tradition of Dutch
regional dress very much alive.

During 208t he T RC 6oa startedl |
growing rapidly thanks to various gifts of
textiles, garments, accessories, photographs,
books, as well as financial support.

In particular, the collection was enriched
with various complete outfits including a
Scheveningnwo ma n 6 s otwot ofitfitst ,
from Urk, for a man and a woman.

The lace cap section of the collection is
growing rapidly thanks to the help of various
people and museums. In particular we were
able to acquire caps from Groningen and
Leeuwarden, norteastern Netherlands. &h
lack of these caps had formed obvious gaps in
the collection, which were a source of some
i rritation. 6 The TRC
types of Dutch lace caps, and can now start
looking for the more unusual, regional
variations.

The Dutch regional des collection is an

ect

and

now

¢ @mpdrtant resbuoca forahe TRCrardstsswork in o m

the field of dress and identity.

For the last few years the TRC has been
helped by Mr. Hermann Roz#&msterdam in
building up and understand Dutch regional
dress. Sadly, Mr. Roza passedgat the end of
2008. He was a character within the field of


http://poj.peeters-leuven.be/content.php?url=journal&journal_code=KH
http://poj.peeters-leuven.be/content.php?url=journal&journal_code=KH
http://poj.peeters-leuven.be/content.php?url=journal&journal_code=KH
mailto:EncyDress@bergpublishers.com
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Dutch regional dress and will be misseg PRAYER BEADS
many

FEZ OR TARBUSH

A Japanese priest holding prayer beads in his
hand (2008; photograph lppourtesy of Andrew
Thompson, Leiden)

A British stamp depicting Tommy Cooper

wearing a tarbush, or is it a fez? The sight of a person with a string of beads in

one hand gently telling the beads is well
A simple question can often lead to making a known throughout the world. They are used by

small collection! The TRC was asked whether ~ '€ligious and lay individuals and groups, but
Tommy Cooper, the famous English comedian, What exactly is a prayer rope ort s¥ beads,
was wearing a fez or a tarbush? This question Why and how they are used, what are the
was to result in the TRC carrying out research different forms? _

into its own collection of fezzes and tarbushes to Basically a set of prayer beads is a length of
see what, if any, the diffence was. The results ~ €ord with a fixed number of either knots or
were surprising yes there is a subtle difference, ~ Peads on it. Sometimes prayer beads are used
but it was a difference that carried significant {0 count the number of prayers said, for
social and ethnic weight within the Turkish and ~ €xa@mple, epeating the name of God or a
Arab worlds.Was the wearer a Turk or an Arab, ~ SPecific prayer a specific number of times, or
official or not, and so forthin addtion the use they may be used as aids while repeating

of tarbushes was taken to America in the late Several different prayers in a specific order.
19" century, where it became an important Prayer beads can also be used while meditating

aspect of the Shrinéia Masonic group) fund on a series of spiritual themes.
raising activities to suT@‘?J‘bS?9fpraé/%pqaq§r'seeHC@L§ag‘-’rgé)3épi t al
Many fezzes and tarbushes were made in t h€ maj or i o f he wor | d

Eastern Euroge such as Hungary and Buddhism, Chrlstlanlty, H|ndU|sm Islam,
Czechoslovakia, for the Middle Eastern market,  Jainism and Sikhism. Judaism is the only one

When the wearing of fezzes and tarbushes that does not use prayer beads. The use of
stopped in the 19206s RAYE bgadsiwas develgpgdein; India by, garlyt ¢ j e

were hit by an economic crisis. Hindu worshippers by the middle of the first
The results of this research will be published ~ Millennium BC. They were adopted by
shortly in an aitle inKhil'a 3, Buddhists in about the fourth century BC.

For those of you who are curious, Cooper ~ 1hrough ~ Buddhism they were spread

started wearing a tarbush, but later wore both ~€astwards to Tibet, China, Korea, and Japan.

fezzes and tarbushes without any difference  Christians started using stones and later
being made. beads to Hp with the recitation of prayers by

the fourth century AD, so spreading their use
westwards. It is thought that Islam adopted
* prayer beads through Sufi contacts with India,
the homeland of Buddhism and Hinduism,
sometime in the early medieval period.

12



Textile Research CentrA&nnual Report 208

Lut hheran 6Pearl s of

(TRCcollection

Prayer beads are one of the few items that join
the world religions togetheBut prayer beads
also have economic, gender, social and status
functions and roles. The aim of this workshop
was to talke a broader view about the history
and use of prayer beads and to place them
within a wider, global setting.

The TRC now has a collection of nearly 300
different types of prayer beads. These include
Buddhist (Burmese, Chinese, Japanese,
Tibetan), Christian(Catholic and Protestant),
Hindu, Islamic (Sunni and Shi'ite), Sikh, Neo
Pagan, as well as espiritual and military
versions.

An exhibition is currently being prepared
and will be available for loan to interested
groups in 2009.

SARIS

In 2008 theTRC was asked by the organising
committee of the International Textile Festival if
it would be willing to participate in the 2010
textile festival to be held in Leiden. The theme
was international inspiration.

Af t er considering
collection and the themé& was decided that the
TRC would produce a small exhibition on the
theme of saris and how they are decorated. It
was also agreed that the exhibition will be held
in the Volkenkunde Museum, LeiderThe
exhibition will be on displaydr three months
from March to May 2010.

13
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Detail froma printed silk sari (TRC
collection)

During 2008 a number of saris were acquired
from various sources and these will form the
basis for the exhibitiorabout how saris are
decorated §) painted and pted, (b) woven,
and (c) applied decoration The TRC sari
collection includes early 20centuy and well as
more modern examples to show hotlhe
decoration of saris is not static and is related to
and inspired by fashion and technological
changes.

Since agreeing to create the sari exhibition for
the Textile Festival in 2010, the TRC has also
been asked to help with displays on Middle
Eastern Embroidery and Balkan embroidery.
Both of these displays will be held in the
Pieterskerk, Leiden. They will bedfe for one
week only.

*kkkk

STUDENT RESEARCH
natur e of t he TRCOs

Various projects were conducted in 80By
Leiden University students working with the
TRC.

*
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Mongolian Dress Egyptian Twnics

Ulli HalbertsmaHerold Tinkeke Rooijakkers
My focus on Mongolian attire in my studies at ~ On the 18 October2008, Tineke Rooijakkers
Leiden University erfled me to make a defendedher MA thesis on the theme dfess
collection of Mongolian dress for the TRC. and identity in Egypt from the Pharac to late

The collection of the TRC comprises not Byzantine periodl Her thesis centred around the
only the specificdeelsbut always consists of tunic wan by men and women and how its

complete outfits. Apart from thelee| the construction, appearance and use changed over a
typical Mongolian boots, the accompanying  Period of about 1000 years. These changes were
hats, belts, vests amather accessories are all due to saocial, economic and religious influences
essential items of Mongolian clothing culture. and developments.

The TRCo6s <collection c3gesgaigings heioMA, Tinekg jhas tbeep
outfit for a boy, an outfit for a woman for ~ given a PhD positionni Leiden University to
special occasions, an GonliMehecresepghigiasthescancey gftdesst , a
summerdeelf or a her der and aad idadity AHOSY they Gopts, @n important
This collection conveys an insight into  Christian group in Egypt.
Mongolian culture with its many unigue facets.
As clothing is such a central cultural element
in Mongolia not only the appearance of ethnic
Mongolians is being showcased by the

K*kkkk

collection, but Mongolian history, siaty, LECTURES
religion and economy are all being equally
explored.

Th lecti s buil h Throughout the year members of the TRC have

e collection is built to preserve the  q6n talks and lectures on various aspects of

rapidly fading clothing traditions of Mongolia thedess and the TRCAs coll e
and future funds will see the expansion of the

collection to older, special and other rare *

Mongolian garments (Shamans, former

Mongolian nobility, wrestlergs ost-umes, etc. .
g y ArchaeoFoglcaI Texties )

In 2008 Ulli moved to Mongolia with her
husband and two children. They will be staying
there for at least two years. During this period
Ulli will be -carrying out research into
Mongolian dres and collecting modern
traditional items for the TRC.

(January 208, Leiden University)

At the end of January 280Dr. Vogelsang,
assisted by Tineke Rooijakkers, gave a series
of lectures and practical demonstrations about
textiles to the first yeartgdents from the

* Department  of  Archaeology, Leiden
University. Because the group was so large
(over 90 students), it had to be divided into
three groups (30 students per group), and
repeated three times over a two day period.
The subjects covered rangedrfr the basics of
hand spinning to a case study in textile
archaeology, namely the textiles and garments
from the tomb of Tutankhamun. This course
will be repeated in 2@ for the first year
students

Afghan dress

In 2007/2008 the TRC was the host to Qudsia
Zohab, from the WNational Museum, Kabul,
Afghanistan. Qudsia was in Leiden to learn
about working in museums, collection building
and managment. In addition she was carrying
out research into Afghan dress and embroidery.
Her work resulted in an exhibition on Afghan
dress that was held in the Volkenkunde
Museum, Leiden, and a digital exhibition on
Afghan embroidery that is hosted on the TRC General lecturesind workshops
website (see above).

*

On the 15" February 2008 G. Vogelsang
* Eastwood gave decture on ancient Scythian
dress as relating to Tillia Tepe, Afghanistan as

14
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part of the Afghan exhibition at the dliwe
Kerk, Amsterdam.

On the 28 March, Chris Laning, USA, a
specialist in rosaries, gave a workshop the
general public on the theme of prayer beads and
how to make them. A great morning was spent
making three different types of prayer beads: a
paternoster, a rosary and a medieval circular
rosary, which was used in Germany. In addition,
some of thoseteending chose to make Islamic
prayer beadddsbih.

Participants of the March workshop on prayer
beads (Volkenkunde Museum, Leiden)

During the evening of th&4™ April 2008 G.
VogelsangEastwood presentedlecture on the
decorative body (tattoppiercingsscarification
for the MuseumBoerhaven, Leiden, as part of
their lecture series accompanying an exhibition
entitled Skin This lecture was not for the faint
hearted as it also looked at the extremes to
which some people decorate their bodies.

In June 1008, Prof. Anne Morrell came to
Leiden to work with Qudsia Zohab, a trainee
from the National Museum, Kabul, Afghanistan.
While she was here, Prof Morrell gave two
workshops to the general public. The first talk
was on Monday 18 June, andwas dout
embroidery and the movement of stitches from
one type into another and how to idénti
various forms.The second talk was othe
Calico Museum, Ahmdabad, India. All present
would like to thank Anne for giving two very
different but insightful talks.

*

Veiling lectures

The most popular lecture and demonstration
given by the TRC is its veils and veiling lecture.
This is a one to two hour lecture with
demonstration that allows the public to try on
various types of weknown forms of veiling for
women

The lecture traces the use of head, face and
body veils from about the third millennium BC
to the present day and looks at them from
historical, social, gender and religious aspects.

A large group of students attending Leiden
University diplomatic coursepent a day(23"
May) at the RMV to look at objects, attend a
seminar on Afghanistan held by Dr. W.
Vogelsang and to participate in a practical
discussion concerning veils and veiling.

The students opted for the veil section of the
day, which constituttan intense session on the
different types of veils and face veils, what they
are made of, their cultural and religious
significance, and so
philosophy that the only way to understand a
garment is to try it on, the students eer
encouraged (actually it was difficult to stop
them),to wearvarious garments. Once again the
Afghan chadari (burga) proved to be the most
popular itento try on.

Judging from theommentsmade duringhe
course the students really enjoyed the
opportuniyy to see, touch and try on the
garments, rather than simply having a theoretical
discussion concerning the nature of veils and
veiling.

Throughout the year various groups from the
Dutch police attended the veiling lecture and
demonstration. It came as apise to many that
veiling was not a simple matter, that it had a
long history. Again the most popular veil tried
on was that Afghanhadari

*

HOVO lectures

In February and March 2008, G. Vogelsang
Eastwood gave a series of talks on the theme of
Wha is Dressf or t he (cdthGeg God s
mature studentsh.eiden University.

The subjects covered included the different
approaches to the study of dress (archaeological,
art historical, economical, etc); as well as Dress
and Status, Dress and Politics, eBs and
Transpotation, Dress and Religiol.he theme
of Dress and Fashion was covered by Els de
Baan, a fashion writer and lecturer, also from
Leiden.

f orth



Textile Research Centrénnual Report 208

Ancient Egyptian Garments
for Granada Television

In December 2008 the TRC was asked to make
replices of Ancient Egyptian garments for a
television documentary about the funeral of
Tutankhamun. The documentary is callBde
Race to Bury King Tutankhamwand is being
made by Granada TV, Manchester, EngJamdi

the National Geographic.

"Two sets of garents were agreed upon, a
hand made set for the three main characters,
Ankesenamen the widow of Tutankhamun;
General Horemheb, and VizieAy. These
garments were totally hand sewn because the
figures would come into closgp and there is
nothing worse thaseeing machine stitching on
@ncienbgarments!

The other gar me-hvbese&re already 0i
as they had been used for an AYRtv.
production some years ago. These garments
were simpler forms used for lower officials,
attendants and so forth.

The garmergt were made in December 2008,
ready for their use in filming in Egypt in January
2009. Theprogramme will be airedn May
20009.

After the filming of the documentary,
Granada Television has kindly agreed to give the
garments to the TRC so that we can usentfor
work with students, schools, and so forth.

The production of accurate, replica ancient
garments from the Middle East, notably those
from Egypt, is a speciality of the TRC. Prices
are available on request.

*kkkk
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THE MONDAY GROUP

Evay Monday students and volunteers of the TRC come together to work on various aspects of the
collection and library. The names of these brave souls have been given on various occasions in this and
previous annual reports. So we thought it would be hefpfolr t he reader i f they c
each person.

Dr. Gillian Vogelsang-Eastwood (director): a textile and dress historian who
specialises in Near Eastern and Iranian dress. Her current projects include editing
the Central and Southwest Asiaolume of theBerg Encyclopaedia of World
Dress and Fashiarin addition, she hagarious smaller projects about veils and
veiling (especially face veils), and trying to keep a group of wonderful, but very
individual, people focussed and busy on Mondays.

Angela Driessen (general volunteer): Angela has been working as a volunteer; = =
TRC for several years. She trained as a handwork teacher and textile design
has many more interests and skills. She currently teaches several days a w
shedoes not have the amount of time she would like to help out at the TRC, bt
reguaty 6appearso6 to help out t hed hMonmedn -
and jobs via emails from Gillian. In the next few years (following retireme /u’. !
Angela hopes to v& more time at the TRC. . \

Ulrike Herold: Ullii has only been working a short time with the TRC. She is
currently studying for a MA degree in the Dept. of Art Histobgiden
University, Her interests lie with Asian clothing, especially from China, &ore
and Mongolia. The work at the TRC allows her to get hanmdgxperience with
textiles and clothing and gives her the necessary technical and practical
background for future work in the field.

Mrs. Pauline Smilde (head of volunteers): Mrs. Paulismilde is a former nurse
and teacher and has been working at the TRC for the last five yearss ¢
interested in many things, from bonsai trees, to pottery and dogs. However,
has always been a long standimterest in textiles, especially embraigeand

knitting. Paulinebecame fascinated with dress after following various HO!'
courses at Leiden University. She is particularly involved in the Iranian c
collection More recently her energy has been directed towaudsding up the
Dutch regionadress collection.
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Mrs. Riet van de Velde(general volunteeris a doctor and in 2001 she retired
after 31 years of working in an institute for mentally retarded people. She then
started to look for something quite different to do. She has beéemresied in
various kinds of needlework and textiles since she was a young ket
grandmother loved to repair clothing and domestic cloth in huge pileshand
became her enthusiastic and sound teacher for many types of needlework. After
a HOVO coursdn Leiden by Gillian Vogelsang, Riet started to work at the
TRC as a volunteer in 2002. There is a lot of work to do and objects td study

Tineke Rooijakkers (general assistant): Tineke isesearchMA student in
archaeology at Leiden University, sfaising in textiles and dress. She h:
been a member of the TRC sin@@03. Currently, Tineke manages th
Palestinian collection. Her research projecidude an analysis of the textil ¢
production scenes from the Ancient Egyptian tombs at Beni Hasathan
role of traditional dress in contemporary Palestider main interests are
ancient Egyptian and Neolithic Near Eastern spinning technology anc .
development of the Egyptian tunic from the Pharaonic to early medleval
period.

>

RoseAnne Vermeer(student volunteer): Ros&nne is astudent of cultural
anthropology at Leiden University. She is particularly interested in how textiles and
clothing are used in cultural situations. Since September 2006 she has been a
member of the TRC6s Monday group.

Marije Wouterse (student volunteerMarije is ananthropology student at Leidel
University., 2006/7). Finally, Marije is involved in the Dutch regional dre
project which will occupy her for several years to come!

The Stichting will be happy to answer any questionthat readers may have about our
work. In addition, gifts of clothing, books and visual material are always welcome! Anyone
wishing to help financially or take part in the activities of the Stichting shoud contact us
at:

Stichting Textile Research Centre, Postbox 212, 2300 AE Leiden, The Netherlands.
trcleiden@tiscali.nl
www.texdress.nl

ING Bank account no: 2982359
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