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CHAIRMAN 'S COMMENTS  
 

 

This Annual Report, once again, is a tale of small 

miracles. Ever since TRC gained its own foothold at 

the Hogewoerd in Leiden, its activities have 

expanded and gathered momentum.  

 TRC lives from hand to mouth, but even under the 

harsh conditions that a new Dutch government has 

imposed upon cultural institutions, every new 

challenge has been successfully handled by the 

TRCôs growing number of friends, who gave us their 

money, their time, their creativity and enthusiasm. 

We cannot thank them enough: ever so often, when 

we were on the brink of despair, they saved the day. 

 What Mrs. Moerkerk, one of the TRCôs 

volunteers, reports about the Monday staff-meetings 

holds true for TRC as a whole: ówe never know what 

is going to happen, but we do know it will be 

interesting and stimulating. Although sometimes we 

think ñhow are we going to do this?ò, together we 

find a way.ô 

 However precarious our budgetary situation may 

be, this spirit is the true capital of TRC. 

 Therefore, we publish this Annual Report 2010 

with pride and confidence. We will survive if you, 

most esteemed reader, feel inspired by its content to 

support us through the vicissitudes of 2011. 

 

Prof. Lammert Leertouwer, Chairman 
 

 

 

 

 

*****  

 

  

THE STICHTING TEXTILE RESEARCH 

CENTRE, LEIDEN 
 

The Stichting (óFoundationô) Textile Research Centre 

was established in 1991 with the stated aim of 

supporting the academic research of archaeological and 

anthropological textiles and dress. The most important 

part of our work is the building up and study of a 

textile and dress collection. These garments are 

available for research and exhibition purposes. 

 

The Board 
The board is currently made up of the following: 

¶ Chairman: Prof. L. Leertouwer  

¶ Treasurer: Prof. J. Bintliff 

¶ Secretary: Dr. K. Innemee 

 

General members: Prof. R. Bedaux, Prof. B. Romeny 

Ter Haar and Mrs. V. Drabbe. 

 

Retiring Board Members 

Prof. R. Bedaux has retired as Treasurer. A word of 

thanks goes to Prof. Bedaux for all his help over the 

years. He continues to support the TRC as a general 

board member. 

 

International Advisory Board 

The International Advisory Board includes: Dr. Ruth 

Barnes (Yale University, USA); Carol Bier (Berkeley, 

CA); Prof. J. Eicher, (University of Minnesota, USA), 

Prof. John Fossey (Montreal Museum of Fine Art, 

Canada), Dr. Angelo Geissen (Cologne, Germany); 

Prof. Michael Hahn (Leeds University, England), Prof. 

Anne Morrell (Manchester, England), Mrs. Layla Pio 

(Amman, Jordan), Mrs. Widad Kawar (Amman, 

Jordan) and Dr. John Peter Wild (Manchester, 

England).  

 

Permanent staff 
Dr. Gillian Vogelsang-Eastwood continues as the 

director of the Stichting. She is a specialist in Near 

Eastern textiles and dress. In addition, there are a 

number of other staff members who are helping with 

the collection, namely, Dr. Anna Beerens, Mrs. Riet 

van de Velde and Mrs. Else van Laere. 

 Dr. Anna Beerensô and Mrs. Riet van de Veldeôs 

work includes cataloguing and maintaining all of the 

collection. In particular, Dr. Beerens is responsible for 

the Japanese collection, while Mrs. van der Velde 

looks after the Dutch collection. They are helped at 

regular intervals by Mrs. Angela Driessen-de Laat. In 

2010 a number of additional volunteers started work 

with the TRC. These include Miss Ellen Hartkamp, 

Mrs. Aal Knoop, Mrs. Tineke Moerkerk, Mrs. Marleen 

Audretsch and as a general ósounding board,ô Mr. F. 

Popp. 

In addition, we were joined by students from Leiden 

University who help with various activities. These are 

Miss Rianne Fijn, Miss Imke van Hagen and Miss 

Yvonne van Santen.  

 

*****  
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Celebration 
 

In order to celebrate the TRCôs move to the 

Hogewoerd we had a special New Year Party on the 

15
th
 January 2011. It was attended by many friends of 

the TRC. A special word of thanks should go to the 

TRC volunteers who provided a magnificent food 

table, and then did the washing up.... 

 

 
 

For a more personal view about the role of the 

volunteers, please see the following item. 

 

*****  

 

Volunteers 
 

Tineke Moerkerk 

 

In 2010 there were ten volunteers involved in the 

TRC. As volunteers we are responsible for the image 

of the TRC and we carry out a wide range of tasks 

that are used to help and support the activities of the 

TRC. There are many jobs to be carried out! Such as 

cataloguing, sorting out, photographing, assisting the 

preparing of exhibitions, welcoming guests, guided 

tours, working in the shop, helping with the library, 

fund raising, acting as models if necessary, and 

generally talking about the TRC to the outside world.   

This work is carried out with great enthusiasm, 

dedication and sometime trepidation, as some textiles 

are very fragile.  

We enjoy working at the TRC, not just because 

textiles and dress appeal to us, but also because we 

think that the TRC can make a valuable contribution 

to research in this field as well as to Leiden. The 

TRC is now well known both nationally and 

internationally, and that gives us a ókick.ô  

The TRC enables its visitors, who come from 

many parts of the Netherlands as well as the rest of 

the world, to enjoy and learn about textiles and dress 

and their related uses and customs.  

We are constantly surprised by the range of 

objects and books that come in, how generous people 

are, and the potential of the TRC. Every Monday we 

have a small meeting about what has happened over 

the last few days and what will be happening in the 

following week. We never know what is going to 

happen, but we do know it will be interesting and 

stimulating. Although sometimes we think ñhow are 

we going to do this?ò, together we find a way! 

 

*****  

 

Literally a World of Dress 
 

Because of the increased interest in the work of the 

TRC it was decided during the February 2004 Board 

Meeting of the TRC, that the TRC would encourage 

the study of dress from throughout the world, while 

continuing our specialisation in Middle Eastern 

dress. The importance of this aspect of the collection 

is reflected in the number of projects that have a 

Middle Eastern theme, such as the Arab embroidery 

and Saudi Arabian dress projects, and the Coptic 

li turgical and monastic dress project. 

 In 2006 the óworldô side of the collection was 

increased with the decision to include Dutch regional 

dress (see below). Currently there is a discussion 

within Dutch museums whether ethnographic 

museums should include Western as well as non-

Western cultures. Is it acceptable to only study the 

cultures of others, without looking at our own 

cultural background as well? At the TRC we are 

firmly of the belief that artificial boundaries between 

various cultures should be ignored.  As people travel 

around the world so do clothing ideas, therefore, not 

to look at oneôs own country and culture, just 

because it is based in the West, seems an outdated 

approach. 

 

*****  

 

 

TRC Gallery 
 

The TRC now has a gallery where temporary 

exhibitions about textiles and dress can be presented 

to the general public. These exhibitions are free of 

charge, in order to attract as wide a range of people 

as possible. 
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Preparing a garment for the Turkish circumcision 

exhibition. 

 

In 2010 there were two major exhibitions: 

Embroidery from the Arab World and Well-Dressed 

Afghanistan. In addition there were several smaller 

exhibitions, including at the beginning of the year 

Kangas and Oya (both closed at the beginning of 

March 2010). In August 2010 a three-in-one 

exhibition, Three Takes on Dress was opened, which 

included work by students and staff of Leiden 

University. More details about all these exhibitions 

are given below.  

 Having more space, both for the creation and the 

making of exhibitions, is already making a difference 

to the TRC. The quality of exhibitions and the range 

of possible subjects for displays have increased 

considerably.  

 The aim of the gallery is to have twice a year large 

exhibitions about some aspect of textiles and dress. 

Plans for exhibitions in 2011 and 2012 are already 

being prepared. However, it is also the intention that 

a series of smaller exhibitions will be held.  These 

are intended to reflect the work of students, local 

community groups, and current events. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Detail from the Turkish oya exhibition, TRC Gallery 

2009-2010. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Outfit from southern Iran used 

in the badla exhibition, TRC 

Gallery 2010. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Detail from the Arab embroidery exhibition, TRC 

Gallery 2010. 
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TRC Shop 
 

The activities of the TRC are also supported by the 

TRC shop. The shop sells items relating to dress and 

textiles, including new and second hand books, and 

particularly objects relating to textile production such 

as fibres, hand spindles (especially from India), small 

items of weaving, and so forth. In addition there are 

textiles, garments, bags and jewellery from various 

countries around the world. There is also an ever- 

growing collection of postcards, all based on items in 

the TRC collection. These postcards are currently 

only available from the TRC. 

 In addition there is a section called ócollection 

care,ô which includes acid free paper, acid free 

boxes, and so forth. These are items that are not 

easily available for individual collectors.  

 Many of the items for sale in the shop also appear 

in the TRCôs webshop (see below). The shop is 

managed by Mrs. Else van Laere. 

 

 

*****  

 

The TRCôs  Website 
 

The Stichting has its own website, www.trc-leiden.nl, 

which was designed by Joost Kolkman 

(http://www.joostkolkman.nl). The site carries a wide 

range of information about the TRC, including its 

aims, annual reports, donation information, 

possibilities to loan objects or to hire complete 

exhibitions, and short items of current interest. The 

website information is given in both Dutch and 

English. 

 

*****  

 

The Library 
 

Over the years the TRC has built up a collection of 

over 1500 books relating to textiles and dress. Most of 

these books were catalogued in 2010 thanks to the 

efforts of Ellen Hartkamp. The library was opened to 

the public in October 2010. 

The library is divided into the following sections: 

 

1 General reference books 

2 Museum collections, displays, conservation 

   and so forth 

3 Textile techniques 

4 Textiles, fashion and dress theory 

5 Regional,  

6 Dutch regional 

Please note: books are for study purposes only and 

are not for loan.  

In October work started on cataloguing the articles, 

photographs and postcards. The latter will form the 

basis for the TRCôs visual library. 

 

Donations for the library are always welcome! 

 

*****  

 

Grants and Donations 
 

2010 has seen several donations, by name and 

anonymous. The TRC would especially like to thank 

the Cultuurfonds Leiden, the Prins Bernard Cultuur 

Fonds Zuid-Holland, and the Netherlands Ministry of 

Foreign Affairs. 

The Cultuurfonds grant was given in order to 

support the TRCôs activities during the Leiden 

Textile Festival (see below). The Prins Bernhard 

grant was for the exhibition and book, Embroidery 

from the Arab World. The Ministry of Foreign 

Affairs provided some beautiful enlarged and 

mounted photographs for the Well Dressed 

Afghanistan exhibition. 

 Without the support of these groups and the 

numerous donations made by private individuals, the 

work of the TRC would not be possible.  

 

A big word of óThanksô to everyone! 

 

*****  

 

The TRC is an ANBI 
 

The TRC is registered with the Dutch tax authorities 

as an ANBI (Algemeen Nut Beogende Instelling). 

This means that it is possible to make annual 

donations (for a minimal period of five years) to the 

TRC and declare it on income tax forms. For more 

information about ANBI donations, please visit the 

tax website at:  

http://www.belastingdienst.nl/particulier/giften/gif

ten.html#P0_0 ) 

 

In order to organise an ANBI donation it is necessary 

to contact the TRCôs solicitors (notaris), namely, 

Roes and De Vries, Postbus 11290, 2301 EG Leiden, 

tel: 071-5233636; email: info@roesendevries.nl 

One-off donations, for which no registration is 

needed, are also tax-deductible, but at a lower rate. A 

letter of thanks from the TRC will suffice. 

 

*****  

http://www.trc-leiden.nl/
http://www.joostkolkman.nl/
http://www.belastingdienst.nl/particulier/giften/giften.html#P0_0
http://www.belastingdienst.nl/particulier/giften/giften.html#P0_0
mailto:info@roesendevries.nl
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Special Appeal 

 

The Leiden Hat 
 

The Leiden Hat (TRC collection) 

 

In 2010 the TRC was given a very special donation 

for its clothing collection, namely a tricorne hat. 

More specifically, it is a mini (!) tricorne hat that 

dates to 1796. We know this for certain because with 

the hat came an original document that stated that the 

hat had been made under the supervision of the 

Board of the Hatmakerôs Guild, Leiden, as an 

examination piece. It was made by Hendrik Visser 

(who was about 14 at the time) for his journeymanôs 

examination. The document is dated and signed the 

27
th
 December 1796.   

 The hat and the document have been kept by the 

Visser family, but they moved from Leiden some 

years ago. They decided that the hat needs to be 

returned to Leiden. It is unique that these two pieces, 

hat and certificate, have remained together. In fact 

this document is the only surviving evidence for the 

existence of a Hatmakerôs Guild in Leiden. The 

Guild was abolished, with other Dutch Guilds, at the 

beginning of the 19
th
 century by order of Napoleon 

Bonaparte.  

 

Conservation 
The hat is made out of felt and over the centuries this 

material has dried out and torn in various places. 

Mrs. Carola Holz (c.holz@tiscali.nl), a conservator at 

the Rijksmuseum, Amsterdam, carried out the 

conservation work and the hat is now in a stable 

condition.  

 The paper documents were conserved by Andrew 

Thompson of the conservation studio, Restorient 

(www.restorient.com). Mr. Thompson became 

fascinated, just like everyone else at the TRC, with 

the hat and its history. During the conservation of the 

paper a watermark was discovered in the document 

paper, which identified the paper makers as Stolk & 

Reese, a Rotterdam paper manufactory that is still in 

existence.  

 

Booklet and exhibition 
The TRC raised the money for the conservation of 

the hat in 2010, thanks to several very generous 

donations. The following stage is to write a booklet 

about the hat, with information about the Visser 

family, the Hatmakerôs Guild, hat fashions, and the 

conservation of the cap. The TRC is also discussing 

with Leiden Council about a small exhibition in 

Leiden City Hall in the autumn of 2011 about the hat 

and its place in Leiden history.  

 

*****  

 

A late 19th century Chinese embroidery  

(TRC collection) 

 

Acquisitions, Purchases and Gifts 

 
2010 has seen a major change in the collection of the 

TRC. Prior to the move to the new premises on the 

Hogewoerd, gifts of garments were occasional. In 2010 

it became normal for people to pop in every week with 

items for the collection. During 2010 over 600 items 

were thus added to the TRC collection. As a result the 

TRC garment and textile collection is rapidly 

developing into something very special and with 

geographical and historical depth. The collection now 

is of national and international importance. 

In previous newsletters we have been able to name 

many of the people who have given us items. This is 

no longer feasible ï the list is too long! For all the gifts 

we are grateful, and a big word of thanks to everyone 

who was so kind and generous. So it was decided that 

highlights would be mentioned.  

In January we were given a collection of late 19
th
 

and early 20
th
 century garments including chemises, a 

bustier, hat and a complete wedding dress from about 

1890. It is an amazing collection that came in a very 

small suitcase. 

mailto:c.holz@tiscali.nl
http://www.restorient.com/
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 An army uniform was donated by Mr. H. Lodder, 

which he wore in the late 1940s. It is a British army 

style  uniform, but with a Netherlands patch on the 

shoulders.  

 Following the death in 2008 of Mr. Herman Rosa, a 

specialist in Dutch regional dress, a number of 

garments from Marken, Urk and Volendam were given 

to the TRC. The passing of Mr. Rosa marks the end of 

an era in the study of Dutch regional dress and he will 

be missed by many. 

 

A sheet of Chinese embroideries from the late 19th 

century (TRC collection) 

 

Shortly afterwards we were given a variety of objects 

by Mrs A. Hogenberk-den Tex. These included Dutch 

laces, and various sheets and individual examples of 

Chinese embroidery. Among the objects there turned 

out to be a late 18
th
 century painted bag for a lady. 

 During the summer, Mrs. A. Knoop gave the TRC  

a large collection of textiles and garments from Africa, 

the Americas, Scandinavia as well as Asia, notably 

Japan and China. The Chinese items included a Mao 

suit from the 1970s. These suits were once very easy to 

get, but suddenly vanished in the 1990s. Many of the 

suits now available are replicas made for the tourist 

market, so it was exciting to be given an original one. 

 During 2010 the TRC was given at various times 

complete outfits from Bhutan, Pakistan and the Ibo 

tribe in Nigeria by Dr. B.E. Kwast. She had worked in 

these lands and been given the outfits as presents.  

 In November 2010 the TRC received a range of 

baby items worn by Mr. De Haan during the first half 

of the 1940s. These garments will form part of a future 

exhibition about clothing during the Second World 

War. 

 In addition to donations, a number of pieces were 

purchased by the TRC as part of specific projects and 

fieldwork.  

 

 
 

Ibo cloth from Nigeria (TRC collection) 

 

A number of saris and embroidered items, for example, 

from India were acquired as part of the Indian 

embroidery project. 

 Miss T. Rooijakkers, a PhD candidate, Leiden 

University, purchased a number of items relating to the 

Coptic Church and its congregation in Egypt. The aim 

is to have an exhibition on the theme of the Copts in 

2012 or 2013. 

In order to acquire balance in the TRCôs Middle 

Eastern collection, a collection of Ultra-Orthodox and 

Orthodox Jewish clothing was purchased in Jerusalem. 

There are many more pieces needed in order to make a 

representative collection, but this is a fascinating 

beginning for a very complex subject. 

 

 
 

Detail from a wedding sari from southern India 

(TRC collection) 

 

In preparation of the Turkish circumcision exhibition, 

various garments and outfits were acquired by Miss Y. 

van Santen, a TRC student from Leiden University. 

She was interested in the social role of circumcision 

and related fashions. 


