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August not only marks the TRC being back after its summer break,
but also the fact that we have now been in Hogewoerd 164 for nearly
one year. We moved from the National Museum of Ethnology, Leiden,
on the 2™ September 2009. Many things have happened in the last year
and more exciting things are on the way.

The Leiden Hat

In the last TRC newsletter there was an item about a miniature hat
dating to the late eighteenth century, which was given to the TRC. The
hat has provoked a storm of interest! Funding has been raised for it to
be conserved and so it was placed in the skilled hands of Carola Holz,
a textile conservator from the Rijksmuseum, Amsterdam. It is now
safely back in Leiden. In addition, an agreement has been reached with
Leiden Council, to have a small exhibition about the hat and its history
at Leiden’s city hall in the autumn of 2011. Many thanks to all of those
who have helped save the Leiden Hat!

Turkish circumcision outfit (TRC collection)

Exhibitions

The Arab embroidery exhibition will be taken down on the 26™ August. It will be replaced on
the 30" August by three small exhibitions, showing different aspects of the fascinating world
of dress: (a) modern Turkish circumcision clothing, (b) A three metre dress from the Salt
oasis, Jordan, and (c) Badla, an embroidery technique using metal thread that originated in
India and is also widely used in the Middle East.

In October 2010 there will be an major exhibition about dress in Afghanistan, which will
include both men’s and women’s clothing from all the main ethnic groups living there. The
outfits include an unusual handmade felt coat, as well as an outfit for buzkashi, Afghan polo.
This exhibition will run until the spring 2011.

Arab embroidery

The Arab embroidery exhibition and book have proved to be a great success and it has been
decided to expand upon the work. The TRC is working towards a detailed publication about
embroidery in the Arab World, literally from Morocco to Iraq. If anyone has any examples of



Arab world embroidery that they would be prepared to donate to the TRC could they please
contact Dr. Gillian Vogelsang-Eastwood (info@trc-leiden.nl .

Activities
The TRC offers a lecture series, workshops, as well as demonstrations about specific aspects of

dress and textiles. In addition it is possible to book the TRC for private groups for exhibition

tours and/or lectures. The autumn 2010 lecture series includes:

Date Time Subject Form Speaker Price
9 September 2010 | 14.00-16.00 Circumcision outfits Gallery talk Yvonne van | €7,50
from Turkey Santen
23 September 2010 | 10.00-12.00 Kimono Talk and Anna Beerens | €7,50
demonstration
14 October 2010 14.00-16.00 Arab embroidery Workshop Gillian €10,00
Vogelsang
28 October 2010 14.00-16.00 Afghan dress Gallery talk Gillian €7,50
Vogelsang
11 November 2010 | 14.00-16.00 Saris Talk and To be €7,50
demonstration | confirmed
25 November 2010 | 14.00-16.00 Veils and Veiling Talk and Gillian €7,50
demonstration | Vogelsang
9 December 2010 | 14.00-16.00 Tutankhamun’s lecture Gillian €7,50
Wardrobe Vogelsang

It is easier for the TRC if you could reserve a place via email (info@trcleiden.nl), so that

should, due to unforeseeable circumstance, the lecture be cancelled we can notify you in
advance. All lectures fees are payable at the door. Other activities will be announced in due
course.

Library

The volunteers have nearly finished cataloguing the TRC library. It will become available to
the public in September. The books include a wide range of technical, historical and
theoretical subjects relating to dress and textiles. There is a special section dedicated to Dutch
urban and regional dress. Various people have already donated books to the library and more
items are promised. The Pasold Institute in England, for instance, has given the TRC back
numbers of Textile History, while Berg Publications has provided a nearly complete run of
Fashion Theory. The TRC library is rapidly becoming an invaluable resource for anyone
working on the subject of textiles and dress. Please note that books are not lent out. An on-
line version of the library catalogue will shortly become available on the TRC website.
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Shop

The TRC shop now includes a range of items relating to the production of textiles and dress
accessories, as well as an ever growing selection of new and second-hand books about textiles
and dress. In particular it has been decided to stock Berg Publications. Many of these items are
now available at the TRC’s digital shop (www.trcleiden.nl). All of the sales from the shop go
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